
• December 3rd •
First Sunday of Advent
Communion Sunday
Congregational Meeting
Deacon’s & Food Shelf Offering

• December 10th •
Second Sunday of Advent
8:15 a.m. - BAD Guys Breakfast
Bach Magnificat Performance

• December 17th •
8:15 a.m. - WILD Women Breakfast
Name Tag Sunday
Christmas Potluck Dinner - 5:30 p.m.
Pageant - 6:30 p.m., Dessert - 7:00 p.m.

• December 24th •
Lessons & Carols - 10 a.m.
Family Candlelight Service - 7:00 p.m.

• December 31st •
New Year’s Eve

Christmas Eve

Family Candlelight 
Service 7:00 p.m. 

Church Staff

A Newsletter of Faith & Community                      December 2006

Canton, New York  

Phone & Fax (315) 386-25701st Presbyterian Church, on the Park
17 Park Street www.churchonthepark.org

cantonpc@northnet.org

Table of Contents
Youth Group........................................... 2
Student News.......................................... 2
Presbyterian Women  ............................. 3
Book Discussion..................................... 3
Attendance & Treasurer’s Report............. 4
Pastor’s Report.........................................5
Communion Committee.......................... 6
Birthdays & Anniversaries....................... 7
Family News............................................7
December Lectionary...............................9
Greening Of The Church........................11
Helping Others......................................12

The View From The Park

Rev. Michael P. Catanzaro ........................Pastor
Cheryl Young ...........................Church Secretary  
Dr. Michael Koon & 
Dr. Kathleen Allen ............Co-Directors Of Music 
Marylou Scott ........................................Organist
Andy Loeffler ............................................Sexton
Linda Potter .............................Newsletter Editor

The Church Office Hours are 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, Noon - 4:00 p.m.   

• Worship Begins At 10:00 a.m. •

 Sundays In December Christmas Dinner 
Pageant & Dessert

     On Sunday December 17th  we’ll have 
our annual Christmas Pot 
Luck Dinner at 5:30 p.m.  
(bring your own table service 
and a LARGE  dish to share).  
The Christmas Pageant will 
begin at 6:30 p.m., and 
dessert will follow at 7 p.m. 

   We’re going to have all the 
tables and chairs set up, so there’ll be 
plenty of room for YOU!   Join us  for a 
special evening  of tasty food, great 
conversation, and a wonderful pageant. 

Lessons & Carols 
10:00 a.m. 
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Youth Group NewsStudent News

Congregational Meeting
     The members of the First Presbyterian 
Church are hereby called to a 
Congregational Meeting  following worship 
on Sunday, December 3rd  for the purpose 
of electing Elders and Deacons .  

     The intent of this meeting is to have 
new Elders & Deacons ready to begin their 
terms  with the new year.  We will still hold 
our Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
on February 4th  to conduct other 
business.  If your are interested in serving 
the church  in any capacity please contact 
Wanda Renick , chair of the Nominating 
Committee.

     Congratulations to Ryan Ross  and 
Lara Syvertsen , members of the Canton 
Boys & Girls  X-C team who claimed their 
respective Interdivisional Championship!

     Congratulations to Josh Gerlach  a 
member of the Canton Bears football 
team who garnered All Academic 
accolades; and Meg Brady  member of the 
Canton Volleyball team who received an 
West-East Sportsmanship award and All 
Academic honors.

     P.J. Miller  received a certificate of 
participation when he entered the 
Frederick Remington Art Show in 
October.  His entry was by acrylic on 
canvas of a loon, titled "Lone Loon."  His 
instructor is his uncle John Miller III.
  

     P.J. also represented his school in the 
combined chorus at the Valley League 
Concert held at Edwards-Knox Central 
School this fall.  Congratulations P.J.

     Youth Group met November 12th for 
fellowship and bible study.  We studied Luke 
18:18-24 , the rich young ruler and Mark 
12:41-44 , the widow’s offering.  Often we are 
told that “materialism” makes it more 
difficult to follow God.  But what if we 
looked at our stuff differently?   What if we 
thought of our stuff as good things from our 
good God to use in good ways?  What if we 
used our stuff as opportunities to spread the 
goodness of God and the good news of 
Jesus ?
!

     We will be working at the Salvation Army 
Soup Kitchen February 10th and 17th, 
2007.   This is a great mission trip for our 
Youth Group.  Youth are looking at making 
visits to residents at United Helper’s Nursing 
Home in Canton.  We are continuing to 
support the 1st 32nd Infantry division  
from Fort Drum deployed to Afghanistan.  
The soldiers will be arriving home late 
February or early in March.  Youth Group 
members are looking forward to meeting the 
soldiers when they come home.
!

     Youth Group will meet December 10th  
and discuss plans for 2007. We will have a 
small Christmas party . Youth can bring a 
small ($5 limit) wrapped gift for a game of 
swap!
!

     Youth Group meets the 2nd and 4th 
Sunday from 6:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.  All youth 
age 11-18 are welcome.  No Youth Group 
December 24th – Merry Christmas!

     We are looking for donations of candy 
canes and packages of peanut M & M’s  to 
send the soldiers  from the 1st 
32nd Infantry Division from 
Fort Drum deployed in 
Afghanistan. There will be a 
blue bin  outside the 
sanctuary  until December 
17th  for collecting the candy.

Gifts For The Soldiers

Thank You!
     Thank you to Joyce Bell, Ellen 
Janack, Wanda Renick, Shirley Seeley, 
Edna Kelley, Gloria Davis  and Mickey 
Williams  for getting out the November 
newsletter.
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• Postscript •

Book Discussion 

• Women’s Circle •

     The church book discussion group 
meets the fourth Tuesday  of the month at 
7:30 p.m.   There will be no discussion in 
December.  

     The group will next meet on January 
23rd  for the discussion of The Memory 
Keeper’s Daughter which will be led by 
Vicki McLain  at the church.

     The rest of the books for the 2006-2007 
season  are:

February  - Rise & Shine 
by Anna Quindlen; Host:  
Donna Doig

March  - Because of Winn 
Dixie by Kate DiCamillo; 
Host:  Youth Group .  This 
is the All-Church read .

April  - The Pull Of The 
Moon by Elizabeth Berg; 
Host:  Patti Cryderman

May  - My Antonia by Willa Cather
Host:  Ellen Grayson

     All books can be purchased at the St. 
Lawrence Bookstore at a discount.  For 
more information about the book 
discussion group, contact Linda Potter  at 
386-4364.

• WILD Women •
     WILD ( Wondrous In Love & Devotion) 
Women Potluck Breakfasts will be held 
the third Sunday of every month at 8:15 
a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  All women 
(seasoned WILD Women and those in 
training)  are welcome to attend.  It is a 
great way to meet other women and share 
in meaningful discussions about our lives 
& the church.

     The next breakfast is December 17.   
For more info, contact Linda Potter  at 
386-4364.   Please sign up in the foyer to 
attend or help out.       

     Women’s Circle meets the 2nd 
Wednesday  of the month at 7:30 p.m.   
All women of the church are invited to 
join the circle for connection and 
conversation.

     The next Women’s Circle  will be on 
Wednesday, December 13th  at the home 
of Ellen Compeau, 11 Rushton Drive.  We 
will be making Christmas Angels and 
discussing our best Christmas memories.  
There will also be a Christmas cookie 
exchange.  If you wish, bring one dozen 
homemade Christmas cookies for the 
exchange.

     Postscript met on Monday November 
13 at Janet Favro’s  house.  Our program 
was Joan Kilroy from St. Lawrence Co.  
Family Dependence Treatment Court.  

     Our next meeting will be on Monday, 
December 11th at 7:30 p.m. at Carlene 
Baffaro’s .  Devotions will be led by Barb 
McCoy .  Refreshments will be provided by 
Joyce Bell  & Barb McCoy .  The program 
will be Christmas Music by Dawn 
Atkinson.

Grace Of The Month
     This food is the gift of the 
whole universe - the earth, the sky, 
and much hard work.  May we live 
in a way that makes us worthy to 
receive it.  

- Thich Nhat Hanh

A View From The Park feature, 
a different grace every month

for you and your family to use.
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Church Attendance Officers & Committees 

Elders
To strengthen and nurture the faith 

and the life of the congregation.

Donna Doig Wanda Renick (Clerk)
Voss Fernandes          Jack Miller
Marilyn Rodee Brent Bartley
Mike Frazer Mark Erickson
John Witherhead Colleen Grant
Diane Ladison     Martha Cole

Deacons
Ministering to the sick, those in need, 
the friendless, and those in distress.

Edith Frazer Barb King
Matt Peacock Barb McCoy
Ellen Compeau Jane Fernandes
Chris Sweeney Robert Duda
Vicki McLain Harry King

Treasurer Diane Ladison
      Assistant Treasurers - Bill & Lorna Webb
Financial Secretary Mike Frazer

   Committees    Chairs

Resources   Mike Frazer (Interim) 
& Fred Pollard

Responsible for managing and dispensing funds 
to fulfill the mission & ministry of our church. 

Facilities   Voss Fernandes
Responsible for the maintenance and use of all 
church property.  

Fellowship  Ellen Grayson
      Responsible for all fellowship events, 

Education Paula Brady & Martha Cole
Responsible for all aspects of growth, nurture & 
learning.  

Worship Bob Duda
With pastor, responsible for worship.  

C.A.R.E.    Marilyn Rodee
Care, Attention, Renewal & Evangelism.

Stewardship Mike Frazer
Responsible for securing resources and energy 
to fulfill the mission & ministry of our church.

Mission    John Witherhead
Helping our church, community & world.

Average Worship Attendance 91

Worship SS
October 15      78 16
October 22      70 21
October 29      94 19
November 5    105 16
November 12    107 15

December 
Coffee Hour Hosts

December Greeters

Treasurer’s Report
Regular Offering

Mission Offering

Average SS Attendance 17

October 15 $1,635.00
October 22 $1,313.00
October 29 $2,098.50
November 5 $4,669.00

TOTAL: $9,715.50

October 15 $103.00
October 22 $299.00
October 29 $161.00
November 5 $620.00

TOTAL:! !!!!!!!!! $1,183.00

December 3      Ellen Compeau 
& Judy DeSantis

December 10    Shirley Norton 
& Joyce Bell

December 17    Ken & Katrina Hebb
December 24    Kelly & Brian Chezum
December 31    Linda & Nicole Potter, 

     Tucker & Arlo Catanzaro

December 3       Armond & Anne Spencer
December 10     B.A.D. Guys
December 17     No Coffee Hour
December 24     No Coffee Hour
December 31     No Coffee Hour

     You can volunteer to be a coffee hour 
host by calling the church office 386-
2570 or Ellen Grayson  at 578-2702.

Attention!!!!
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Communion Committee

Farm Family Offering

     The Communion servers for Sunday, 
November 5, 2006 were Marilyn  and Bill 
Rodee, Mike Frazer, Diane Ladison, 
Martha Cole , and Wanda Renick .

     Many people helped to pick up 
glasses, clean, and put away the silver 
service.  We appreciate all of your help .

Communion will be served next on
Sunday, December 3, 2006.

Special Christmas Music
    The Bach Magnificat in D, BWV 243  
will be presented during 
the worship service on 
December 10th  under 
the direction of Dr. 
Michael Koon .  Soloists 
will be students from the 
Crane School of Music.  
Please join us for this 
special performance .

Christmas Eve Services
     As Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this 
year we will be holding a Service of 
Lessons and Carols  in the morning (at 10 
a.m .) which will be geared more toward 
adults.  Then the traditional Christmas 
Eve Candlelight Service  for children and 
families will be held at 7 p.m. that evening 
at the church.  

     The envelope  enclosed with this 
newsletter is for you to use to 
assist with the farm family 
offering .  During the month 
of December, small monetary 
gifts will be delivered to local 
farm families  who are 
struggling to make ends meet.  
This is an opportunity for our mission 
dollars to aid local families .

     Together we can make a difference.  
Please bring your contribution to church on 
Sunday, December 3rd  and place it on a 
collection plate or mail to the church.

     Poinsettias will be delivered to our 
homebound members on December 3rd.   
If you can help with the delivery, please 
contact Lorna Webb  at 386-3549 or Barb 
King at 386-8665.  

     On December 10th  
Memorial Poinsettias will 
decorate our Sanctuary.  
If you would like to give a 
plant in memory of or in 
honor  of someone and 
want to purchase it 
through the Church Office, please call 386-
2570 and place your order no later than 
December 5th.   The cost is $12.   We will 
also need the information for the bulletin.  
Feel free to provide your own plant.    

If anyone would like 
to leave their plant for the Christmas Eve 
Service, it would be greatly appreciated.

Poinsettias
Bazaar Report

     AMAZING!   Thank you to everyone for 
making the Church Bazaar a grand 
success .  The total for this year was 
$1,701.69 .  

     Many thanks for all the donations  of 
baked goods, candy, jewelry, crafts, plants, 
knit goods, books and 
elegant junk.  The Booth 
Chairs and their assistants 
did a fantastic job of 
organizing it all and 
displaying the treasures.  

     A special thanks for 
the kitchen volunteers  and the delicious 
lunch.  The Bazaar always proves to provide 
camaraderie, laughter and fun, a time for 
hard work and warm hearts.  The talents in 
our church are truly AMAZING!!
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Family NewsBirthdays This Month

Anniversaries This Month

Birthdays  -  December

Anniversaries  -  December

  2 Bridger Philip Royce, Lindsey Frazer
  3 Jessica Brown
  5 Daniel Pharoah, Jr.
  9 Ellen Grayson, Brandon Bartley
10 Holly Capuro, Jillian Di Salvo, 

Christa Lyon
11 James Colton
12 Brandon Rodee
13 Kenneth Gibson, Nicole Rae Janack, 

Jessica Witherhead
14 David Witherhead
15 Evan Poole
16 Matthew Chambers
20 John Fisher, Dale Grant
21 Dr. Mark Erickson, Lance Erickson, 

Dulcinea Ward
23 Faye Bartley
24 Ellen Janack
25 Kirk Bell
26 Rance Davis, David Gordon, 

Christopher Chase
28 Sandra Fisher, John Klemens
30 Janet Favro, Kathryn McAuliffe, 

Ginger Sweeney
31 Michael Witherhead

12  Charles & Nellie Locy
22  Gerald & Beverly Findley
23  Kenneth & Mary Garwood
26 Whitney & Betty Irish
28  Peter & Marjorie Van Lent
30  Tim & Gail Abplanalp
31    Bob & Melba Reinke

     Our prayers and sympathies to Nancy 
Hoffman Lennon  whose sister Audrey died 
in October after a long and courageous 
battle with cancer. 

     Prayers of healing and comfort for Ruth 
Chisholm  as she continues treatment.

     It was wonderful to have Marsha and 
Katy Arend  join us for church at the end of 
October.  Living in Colorado, the Arends 
have a camp on Black Lake and call our 
church a home away from home.  We were 
impressed to learn that Katy has achieved a 
brown belt in martial arts and is working 
toward the black.  Way to go Katy!

     Thanks to Rich Grayson  for 
constructing a addition to the Choir Robe 
rack so the new robes are up off the 
ground.

     Prayers for Shirley Wells , Harry King , 
Willie King  recovering from surgery; and 
Rene-Paul Forier  
recovering from 
an accident.

      Our prayers 
and sympathies 
to Nick Baffaro  
as he mourns the 
loss of his 
brother Lou who 
died in 
November.  We 
place our hope in 
Christ’s promise 
of resurrection to 
new life.

     Members of the Miller family  were busy 
at area Veteran’s Day ceremonies.  Holly  
was in Ogdensburg representing the 
Daughters of the American Revolution.  
P.J.  & John III  were with Forsyth’s Rifles 
at the at the Canton VFW and John Jr.  was 
there as a as a representative of the Veteran 
Corps of Artillery.



Church Web Page
Keep checking the web

and stay in touch.

www.churchonthepark.org
The Church’s email Address: 

cantonpc@northnet.org

cantonpc-mpc@northnet.org
Rev Mike’s email Address: 

Tom Dildine 
Webmaster

dildine@stlawu.edu
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Presbyterian Worship    The Deacons tape ministry provides our 
homebound friends & members with an 
audio tape of each week’s worship 
service .  Cassettes are then delivered to 
homes on Wednesday, and cassette players 
are provided if necessary.

   If you’d like to receive a tape  of the 
service, or if you’d like to help deliver tapes, 
or if you’d like to learn more about the tape 
ministry, please call Ellen Compeau (386-
8369).

Deacons Tape 
Ministry

    Please remember that the monthly copies 
of “These Day”  and “Alive”  are available to 
you on the table outside of sanctuary in the 
Narthex.  Please feel free to pick up a copy 
for yourself or family.  Copies of the Revised 
Common Lectionary , on which we base 
our Liturgy are in the monthly newsletter.  
Also, the latest editions of “Horizons”  and 
“Presbyterian Today”  can at times be 
found in the Narthex.  Please take a look 
and return them when you are done so 
others may enjoy them. 

Congregational Resources

Hello, my name is...
Remember - Name Tag Sunday  

is December 17. 
Come early to church 

and make your own name tag.
Get to know your neighbor.

Newsletter Deadline

Please submit articles to Linda Potter, 
Newsletter Editor, at church office or 

nautilus@twcny.rr.com

Is The 15th Of The Month

B.A.D. Guys

     In addition to Sunday worship, our 
church also conducts services in the 
Canton Community:

     The 1st Wednesday  of the month Rev. 
Mike leads a service at Partridge Knoll in 
the winter months at 11:00 a.m. 

     Every 4th Tuesday  of the month Rev. 
Mike leads a service at the senior highrise 
apartments, 35 Riverside Drive, at 10:00 
a.m.  Please note this time change.

Everyone is invited to attend!

         Our B.A.D. Guys’ 
breakfast ( Breakfast And 
Devotions) will on December 
10 .  B.A.D. Guys’ breakfast 
is held on the 2nd Sunday  
of the month at 8:15 am in 
Fellowship Hall.  All the men 
& boys of the church are invited to come 
share a devotion, enjoy the spirited 
fellowship, & a savory meal.   Join us!



www.churchonthepark.org
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Makers    

Takers
And

     During the past year the Board of 
Deacon's established a system to supply an 
occasional meal to families who have serious 
illness or other emergency.  We call this 
service "Makers and Takers."   We really 
need the whole congregation to assist  in 
this service.  Our current list of volunteers 
is small  and needs to be updated.   A sign up 
sheet will be placed in the foyer for this 
purpose.  If you need more information about 
this, please call Shirley Norton  at 386-3974.

Need You!

Join The Chain Gang
     Would you like to help your neighbor, 
stretch spiritually and be a part of the 
mystical movement of the church?  We 
are always looking for new prayer warriors 
to join the church Prayer Chain to offer 
prayers for folks who are ill, troubled or in 
need.  If you want to learn more about the 
prayer chain, call Rev. Mike  at 386-2570. 

      To put yourself or anyone on the chain 
for prayers, contact any member: Willie 
King  386-8665 (Summer 393-3484); Wanda 
Renick  386-3474; Nona Fisher  386-3247; 
Shirley Seeley  386-5233 (snowbird); 
Marilyn Rodee  386-8447 (January 
snowbird); Joyce Bell  386-8789; Betty 
Irish  386-2921; Jane Fernandes  386-1563;  
Suzanne Lepke  379-0207; Helen Pletcher  
323-6466 and Thelma Rodee  379-0924.

December 
Lectionary Readings 

December 3 , 2006
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10
I Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

December 10, 2006
Malachi 3:1-4 or  Baruch 5:1-9
Luke 1:68-79
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6

December 17, 2006
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Isaiah 12:2-6
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18

December 24, 2006
Micah 5:2-5a
Luke 1:46b-55 or  Psalm 80:1-7
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)

December 31, 2006
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52

     The Dailey Ridge Presbyterian Church 
Holiday! Ham! Dinner  will be held on 
Sunday, December 3rd  from 11:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m.  The menu includes ham with 
mustard sauce, baked potatoes, green 
beans, applesauce, 
relishes, cabbage, 
homemade rolls and pies.  
Adults are $6.50  and 
children ages 5-12 are $3  
(under 5 are free).  Take 
outs are available.  
  

     The Dailey Ridge Church is located at 
411 Elliott Road in Norwood.  Follow the 
blue informational signs off Rt. 35 and 345 
to get there.  For more info, call 353-6146.

Ham Dinner At Dailey Ridge



Page 10

Session Report
     At its regular meeting of October 30  the 
Session discussed the need for its annual 
budget- planning meeting  (December 11) 
and clarification of the "per capita" 
assessment  for which we hope each member 
will consider accepting responsibility.  Per 
capita is the amount the church remits  to 
the national Presbyterian Church in return 
for the many services they provide to 
individual churches and presbyteries.

     Donna Doig  was thanked by the entire 
Session for her leadership of the effort to 
purchase new choir robes .  The blue robes 
add a great deal to the character of each 
service!  Gifts in memory of Jean Shepherd  
have completed the drive for cost of the 
robes.  Thanks to all contributors .

     The Care Committee  has Anne Spencer  
and Edith Frazer  as new members  We need 
additional Church School teachers  and 
hope the congregation members will 
consider volunteering  for one or more 
Sundays each year to assist the great kids 
we have in the  program.

     The  Nominating Committee  is reporting 
to the Session a full set of candidates  for 
the Session  and Board of Deacons  who will 
begin service in January.  Session  has 
scheduled a Congregational Meeting  on 
Sunday December 3, 2006, for the sole 
purpose of electing the Session and 
Deacons.  This is necessary so that they can 
assume their roles immediately in the new 
year.  The regular Annual Meeting  of the 
Congregation will be held on the first 
Sunday in February  as is customary. 

     Your Session also reviewed the rolls  of 
the congregation, discussed politics in the 
park , considered snow removal plans  
especially with respect to the newly paved 
walkway from the rear parking spaces and 
heard plans for the bazaar .

Session Report - continued
     Finally, Session took note of the 
congregation members who are ill  or in 
need of care  for one or another reason.  
Our prayers mentioned each by name.  
We hope you will hold in prayer  those 
you know to be in need as well.

Continued

     Grasse River Players  will hold open 
auditions  for the Winterfest production  
of Arsenic and Old Lace on December 2 , 
3-5 p.m., December 3 , 3-5 p.m., and 
December 4 , 7-9 p.m.  There are parts 
available for three women  and eleven 
men  of varying ages.  Auditions will be 
held in the Unitarian Church.  

Arsenic and Old Lace  is scheduled 
for dinner theater productions in the 
Fellowship Hall  of the 1st Presbyterian 
Church on the Park in Canton  for 
February 15 , 16 , and 17 .  

      Scripts for reading are available on 
overnight loan in the Canton Free Library.  
For further information, call Wanda 
Renick  at 386-3474.

Winter Play At Church

     The church recently received words of 
thanks  for its contributions to the 
community.  Appreciation was expressed 
from the Canton Free Library  for use of 
Fellowship Hall for its summer reading 
program and for the fulfillment of our 
$5,000 pledge to the library’s Centennial 
Campaign.  The Canton Community Fund  
also was appreciative of the donation 
received from the Concert In The Park 
series.  Finally, GardenShare  expressed its 
thanks of the church’s support of the 
Canton Farmers’ Market and the new Food 
Stamp Program it ran this summer which 
brought $844 in new sales to the market.

The church is doing many good things.  
You make it all possible!

Making A Difference



     The Greening of the Church will take 
place on Saturday, December 2nd , at 1 
p.m.  We have moved it to a Saturday this 
year because there is so 
much going on at the 
church on Sunday, 
December 3rd with a 
Congregational Meeting 
and rehearsal for the 
Bach Magnificat.  

      The Greening of the 
Church is the day to 
"deck the halls with 
boughs of holly" .  This is the day to set up 
and trim the trees , and make our sanctuary  
festive for the season .  Many, many hands 
are needed  and with many people helping 
the work will be done quickly and easily.   
Please stop by on December 2nd to help 
get the church ready for the holidays.

Greening Of The Church
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     Katrina’s thoughtful, courageous and 
heartfelt  sermon this past Sunday helped 
me to decide about gift-giving to some of 
my relatives.  For the past few years I have 
struggled to think about what to give to 
people who “have everything”  and do not 
need another tablecloth, nightgown or 
Christmas platter.  I am not referring to 
our growing children (or my case my grand 
daughter) who constantly outgrow their 
winter coats and boots.  But how about my 
aunts, sisters-in-law or close friends, who 
are have been married for decades and 
have furnished homes?

     For these folks I am going to buy a  cow 
….or a  pig  or maybe some ducks .  Last 
year my own daughter actually bought a 
gift of chicks from Heifer International  
for family members and this year I will do 
the same.  Katrina’s sermon pushed me 
over the top!   So this year I am shopping 
from the Heifer catalogue, from UNICEF 
and from SERRV International.  All of 
these organizations (and many others) 
help Third World farmers, producers, 
craftsmen and children (United Nations 
International Children’s Emergency Fund) 
to have better lives. 

     If you want to do the same, you can 
contact these groups.  SERRV  is  
www.agreatergift.org, 1-800 423-0073;  
Heifer  is www.catalog.heifer.org, 1-800 
698-2511; and, UNICEF  IS 
www.unicefusa.org/shop, 1-800-553-
1200.

A Blessed Christmas to you all.

Looking For 
Christmas Gift Ideas?

     The following is from Laura 
O’Shaughnessy who was inspired by 
Katrina Hebb’s sermon on November  19 
about changing the way we live if we are 
to live in faith.

Christmas Memories
      Wouldn’t it be nice if you could share 
your Christmas Greetings with 
everyone in your church family ?  

     When you write your Christmas 
cards/letters just send or bring one to the 
church marked “Church Family 
Christmas” .  Tyke  and Jack Miller  will 
be happy to post it on our Christmas 
Memories bulletin board.  Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year to all!

Attention Children!!
     All children who would like to 
participate in the Christmas Pageant  on 
December 17th , please try to attend 
Sunday School  as rehearsals will be 
during Sunday School and after church 
until the pageant.  Hope to see you!
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Helping Others
     The Sunday School children are excited 
to be involved in a mission project  this 
Christmas and would like your support.

     This year, the children of the church and 
all others who would like to participate are 
joining together to make the holidays 
brighter  for those less fortunate in our 
community.  Together we will be bringing in 
items to fill the holiday wish list  for 
Renewal House .  Renewal House, located 
in Canton, helps the victims of family 
violence  in St. Lawrence Valley.  

    Our donated items will help the families 
served by Renewal House.  Items they are 
requesting this holiday season are:

- Games  (board & electronic) & toys
- Sleds
- Hats, mittens, coats, boots  for children 
and adults in a variety of sizes
- Any new children’s clothing , male and 
female, sizes newborn to 16 years
- Comforters, blankets, sheets, pillows
- Disposable diapers , all sizes
- Gift certificates  to grocery stores, 
department stores, restaurants, movie 
theaters, gas cards, phone cards
- Kitchen/Home starter baskets  - items 
such as  pots and  pans, dishes, flatware , 
small appliances  as well as toiletries  and 
cleaning products .

   Please supply new items only  and do 
not wrap them .  Children in each Sunday 
School class are encouraged to bring in 
one item  to help others this Christmas.  
We invite anyone  else in the congregation 
to help as well.  This is a very worthy 
cause!

     If you would like more info, please 
contact Ellen Compeau  at 386-8369 or 
lcompeau@twcny.rr.com.

    In that region there were 
shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by 
night.  Then an angel of the Lord 
stood before them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified.  

     But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see —I am 
bringing you good news of great joy 
for all the people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This 
will be a sign for you: you will find 
a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger.” 

     And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among 
those whom he favors!” 

Luke 2:8-14



The Mission of the First Presbyterian Church of Canton to reach out to all people 
and welcome them in celebrating truly the joys, freedoms and responsibilities 

that come with our faith in God, Christ’s unconditional love for us, 
and the power of the Holy Spirit to transform our world.  

Through this nurturing Christian Community 
we will fully recognize the value of each believer, 

humbly forgive ourselves and others, and lovingly embrace God’s Grace. 
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The Church is charged for every returned Newsletter.  If you have moved, or changed a seasonal address, 
please notify the church office.  Thank you.


