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Makers   
Takers

And

     The Board of Deacon's has established a 
system to supply an occasional meal to 
families who have a serious illness or other 
emergency.  We call this service "Makers 
and Takers."  We really need the whole 
congregation to assist in this service.  Our 
current list of volunteers is small and 
needs to be updated.   A sign up sheet will 
be placed in the foyer for this purpose.  If 
you need more information about this, 
please call Shirley Norton at 386-3974.

Need You!

Church Chain Gang
     Would you like to help your neighbor, 
stretch spiritually and be a part of the 
mystical movement of the church?  We are 
always looking for new prayer warriors to join 
the church Prayer Chain to offer prayers for 
folks who are ill, troubled or in need.  If you 
want to learn more about the prayer chain, 
call Rev. Mike at 386-2570. 

      To put yourself or anyone on the chain for 
prayers, contact Rev. Mike or any member:  
Wanda Renick 386-3474; Nona Fisher 386-
3247; Shirley Seeley 386-5213 (snowbird); 
Marilyn Rodee 386-8447 (January 
snowbird); Joyce Bell 386-8789; Suzanne 
Lupke 379-0207; Sandy Pollard 386-3916; 
Tyke Miller 347-3414; 
Ellen Compeau 386-
8369; Bev Findley 323-
2064 & Thelma Rodee 
379-0924.

     If you want to 
become a member of the 
church prayer chain, please call Wanda 
Renick at 386-3474 or via email at 
wrenick@twcny.rr. com.  

Interpreter’s Bible 
Has Arrived!

Prayer Network
     In addition to being a member of the 
Church Chain Gang (above), you can pray for 
those in our church who are in need without 
ever picking up the phone.  A prayer network 
of those who want to receive email notices 
about those who need prayers is being put 
together.  You will receive periodic emails 
about prayer needs in the church.  All you 
need to do is add these concerns to your 
daily prayers.  

     To become part of this new network, call 
Wanda Renick at 386-3474 or email her at 
wrenick@twcny.rr.com.  You will be blessed.

     After a long wait from the publisher, 
the newly revised new set of the 
Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible has 
finally arrived.  This exhaustive, four 
volume set is an outstanding resource 
to add to our growing church library, and 
will a be a great help to our bible studies.  

     Our great thanks goes to Ginny 
Dittman and her family for gifting this set 
in memory or her husband Duane 
Dittman; their thoughtfulness and 
generosity are much appreciated.

Nursery News
     Welcome to our new nursery provider, 
Nicole Potter!  There are lots 
of new little ones in the 
nursery and extra hands are 
always welcome to help keep 
everyone happy.  Sign up on 
the sheet in the foyer and 
spend a Sunday getting to know the wee 
children of the church.
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Fall Bible Study

Church School - continued 

...continued

Church School News 
Hi, everybody!  

Welcome back to church school!

     Church school classes for children in 
kindergarten through 6th grade will start 
on September 13th.  I am looking forward to 
seeing you all 
(children and 
adults!) again and 
hearing about your 
wonderful summer 
adventures.  
Children, be sure to 
bring your smiles so 
we can take your 
picture!  We will have 
registration forms for parents to fill out on 
this Sunday.

     On September 13th and 20th we will 
start our year with some games and puzzles 
to help us get more comfortable with finding 
things in the Bible.  A few of the many 
questions we will discover answers to will be:

     Is the Bible one book or many?
     How many books are in the Bible?
     What is the Old Testament/New 
     Testament?
     Where is the Book of Isaiah?
     Who are the prophets?  
     What did they say?  
     What do they have to do with Jesus?  
     What are the Psalms?   
     How can we use them in our lives?

     I hope we have some new teachers and 
shepherds for a rotation or two this year.  
We try to make the experience as easy as 
possible, and I think everyone who has been 
a shepherd or teacher this past year has 
found it enjoyable.  

     We need teachers for lessons involving 
puppets, games, songs, science 

experiments, photography, sewing, arts 
& crafts, story-telling, wood-working, 
etc.  In fact, if you have something you like 
to do and would share it with the children 
of our church, just let me know and I will 
work it into a lesson plan!  Teachers need to 
prepare only one lesson per rotation 
which is just three Sundays, and you are 
never alone.  Shepherds assist in carrying 
out the lesson and do easy things like 
taking attendance – no planning or 
preparation involved.  Just taking the time 
to be with the children is most important, 
and our church has some very wonderful 
young people; they are fun to know!  

     If you have questions about what is 
involved or if you are feeling called to be a 
shepherd or a teacher, you may contact 
“Miss Barbara” at bburdick@twcny.rr.com 
or 386-4648.  See you in church school!

     This fall’s Bible Study will begin 
Wednesday, September 30th from 11 
a.m. to Noon  We will be using The Bible 
and Theology” by Donald McKim which  
explores “The Trinity: Who Is God?” and 
“Christology: Who Is 
Jesus Christ?”. 

     The class will 
examine Old and New 
Testament texts that 
inform belief and 
explore how the church has formulated 
that belief as church doctrine.
Our Bible Studies, in the past, have been 
full of serious discussion and questions, 
but full of laughter as well. 

     Please plan on joining our continuing 
attempt to better understand our faith 
on Wednesday mornings, starting 
September 30th.  Any questions?  Call 
Donna Doig at 386-3785.
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Coffee Hour Hosts Needed 
     The Fellowship Committee is in need of 
coffee hour hosts for the months of 
September, October, November and 
December.  Ask your partner, a friend, or 
maybe someone who is new in church to 
work with you.  This is a great way to meet 
everyone in the church.  It can be as 
simple or as elaborate as you would like it to 
be.  The Fellowship Committee will assist 
you so you won’t be left on your own.  

     If you would like to host coffee hour on a 
Sunday after church, call Pat Mace at 386-
2768 or e-mail pandrmace@yahoo.com.

Annual Spaghetti Dinner
     Our annual “Thank Heavens Its 
Wednesday” (THIW) Spaghetti Dinner will 
be held on September 16 at 5:30 p.m.  This 
is a fellowship meal for the church.  Come 
out and meet friends from the church and get 
to know them better.

     If you have a surplus in your garden, 
please share your extra veggies.  Veggies for 
tossed salad like any lettuce, celery, 
peppers, carrots, tomatoes and 'your 
specialty' will be gratefully received.  
Tomatoes are especially needed this year for 
Rev. Mike’s Homemade Spaghetti Sauce.  
It is a hard year for tomatoes, so any would 
be appreciated.  Or please donate a quart or 
two of your homemade tomato sauce.

     Call Rev. Mike at 386-2570 or e-mail 
revmike@churchonthepark.org.  Thank you 
in advance for sharing your garden labors.

Women’s Retreat
     Ladies - mark it on your calendar!  
The all-church women’s retreat will be 
held November 14-15 at beautiful 
Catamount Lodge in South Colton.  We 
will have a potluck dinner on Saturday, 
lots of great conversation and connection 
and travel back to Canton for worship 
together on Sunday morning.

     This is a chance to take some much 
needed (and well deserved) time for yourself 
to rest and renew in the company of other 
women.  If you can’t spend the night, come 
out for Saturday afternoon and stay for the 
dinner.  

     To register for the retreat or learn more, 
contact Linda Potter, nautilus@twcny.rr. 
com or 386-4364.

“A woman’s retreat is about stepping out 
of the ordinary existence 

to listen and attune to your truest, 
most authentic self.

It is about setting apart time to tend 
to the hearth of your inner life, 

feed your muse, reclaim your dreams.” 
- Jennifer Louden

Church Classifieds
     Wanted:  Men and women to help 
guide and teach the children of our 
church as church school teachers and/or 
shepherds.  NO PRIOR EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY!  This is a 
three week commitment or 
one rotation.  As a teacher, 
you will teach the same 
lesson each week to different 
groups of children with lots 
of support and guidance 
from “Miss Barbara”.  Shepherds are the 
helping hands who assist and take 
attendance.  Lots of fun guaranteed!  
Sign up by contacting Miss Barbara at 
386-4648 or bburdick@twcny.rr.com.

Super Volunteers
     Thank you to Marilyn Coir, Shirley 
Norton, Karen Parker, Pat Mace, Mickey 
Williams, & Arvilla Aldous for putting 
together the summer newsletter.   You are 
great and we couldn’t do it without you!
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Time To Stock Up
     The Church On The Park runs a MUCH 
visited food pantry.  Over the past few 
months, many individuals and families 
from the area have stopped by to get food 
items and staples as they struggle to make 
ends meet in these hard economic times.  

     It is time to restock the shelves with 
donations so we can continue to meet 
demand through the fall months.  Items 
which are especially needed are:

Diapers
Macaroni & Cheese
Pasta
Spaghetti Sauce
Toiletries

     Other items the pantry is seeking are:

Tuna Fish
Pork & Beans
Peanut Butter
Jelly
Canned Fruit
Baby Food
Juice
Paper Products
Rice
Potatoes

     Please note that we do not need any 
canned vegetables at this time.  You can 
drop off donations in the large wooden box 
marked for food pantry donations near the 
sanctuary doors or bring them to the office 
during office hours.  

     Your generosity is much appreciated 
and will touch the lives of many in our 
community.  Thank you for your support of 
this local mission effort.

Fall Rummage Sale
     The fall rummage sale is scheduled to 
take place on Thursday, October 1st and 
Friday, October 2nd.  KDS Sorority from 
St. Lawrence University has already 
contacted the church and offered their 
help.  However, we need a chair for this 
event for to happen.  There are lots of 
wonderful people who donate, show up to 
set up and sell, but one or two folks are 
needed to head up the effort.

     The rummage sale is a great fund 
raiser which is especially needed as we 
continue to meet our budget shortfall.  
How about you?  Can you chair this 
event?  Contact Rev. Mike at 386-2570 
to volunteer.

Chipman Chicken BBQ
     The 54th annual Chipman Chicken 
Barbecue will take place on Saturday, 
September 12th at the Scotch 
Presbyterian Church.  The event starts at 
4 p.m. with dining in and takeout 
available.  Adults meals are $8.50, 
children are $4 and a chicken half only is 
$5.50.  A Country Kitchen Bazaar is 
open during the dinner hours.  Scotch 
Presbyterian is located at 35 County Route 
33 in Madrid.  Look for the green steeple!

Bell Choir
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Prayers for all those 
going off to college, 
returning to Canton 
and faculty and staff

 who make it all happen!

     Rob Soricelli has graciously agreed to 
lead a group of interested people in getting 
out and dusting off our beautiful handbell 
set.  This is a “start small and see where it 
goes” kind of thing.  Folks would gather and 
practice this fall in preparation
for performing a piece on
November 22 during worship;
deciding afterward how they
wish to proceed.  If you are 
interested in ringing, please 
contact to Rob at (845)
527-5388 or 
sorice79@potsdam.edu
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The Church is charged for every returned Newsletter.  If you have moved, or changed a seasonal address, 
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The Mission of the First Presbyterian Church of Canton to reach out to all people 
and welcome them in celebrating truly the joys, freedoms and responsibilities 

that come with our faith in God, Christ’s unconditional love for us, 
and the power of the Holy Spirit to transform our world.  

Through this nurturing Christian Community 
we will fully recognize the value of each believer, 

humbly forgive ourselves and others, and lovingly embrace God’s Grace. 
• •
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