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big yearlong commitment, either; one month 
or so at a time allows them to do their 
share of spiritually nourishing the younger 
generation, and then become spiritually 
nourished themselves by not only giving their 
time and talents to the church school, but 
also allowing them to attend the church 
service during the periods of time they are not 
teaching.  

     There will be opportunities in this model 
for others who don't want to actually teach as 
well.  In this program, "shepherds" greet the 
same group of children each Sunday 
morning, taking on the responsibility of 
making sure the children feel welcome and 
special, making sure they get to the right 
workshop for the week, encouraging them to 
keep coming and rewarding them for learning 
Bible verses, but not the responsibility of 
leading a workshop. Shepherds need only to 
commit to a month or two at a time, too. 
  In fact, there will be a need for many adults 
to give of their time and talents to make the 
nurturing of the souls of our future 
generation, as well as those who volunteer, a 
joyful and loving experience.

More About Barbara      Now that I have accepted the 
challenge, I am realizing what an immense 
and important one it is.  I appreciate all 
the kind words of support and 
encouragement I have received and am 
looking forward to working with many of 
you in the coming year.  With God's 
guidance and blessing, it should be a 
rewarding experience for us all.

Continued

Welcome!

Session Report
     On May 19, 2008, the Session met and the following occurred:  It was unanimously 
VOTED to accept the Terms of Call for Elder Donna 
Doig, CLP, as the Associate Pastor for our church.  
Barbara Burdick was appointed as the Part-Time 
Christian Education Director.  The Director of Music 
position was discussed and appreciation for Dan and 
Mary Grace Gordon’s interest and help was expressed.  
Communion on June 1st would be served by the four 
women going to Malawi in July, Ellen Grayson, 
Katrina Hebb, Vicki McLain and Linda Potter.   Four 
individuals/families so far have donated $25 each 
towards one year’s school tuition for one student in 
Malawi.  Rich Grayson described his experience as part 
of the Presbyterian crew that went to Mississippi on the 
Katrina rebuilding mission.
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     Something new is brewing at coffee 
hour!  Session recently voted to approve our 
church's support of fair trade coffee, and 
soon we will be drinking "coffee with a 
purpose". 

     The coffee industry is notorious for 
treating the farmers who grow its beans 
poorly--sometimes even to the point of 
enslaving them through debt bondage or other 
coercive means. 

     Equal Exchange, the company that sells 
our fair trade (and organic) coffee, has been 
working to change these bad business 
practices for the last 20 
years by working directly 
with coffee farmers.  They 
offer farmers fair-labor 
prices for their premium 
beans, which gives 
these farmers a better 
chance at raising healthy 
families.  In return we get 
some of the best tasting 
coffee on the market and the knowledge that 
we are treating others fairly.

     This is an exciting way of spreading the 
love of God with people we may never 
meet;  by paying prices that treat others with 
equity and respect, we are engaging in a very 
real act of Christian service.  

     Choosing to drink this great tasting coffee 
as an act of God's love has it's cost however.  
Buying fair trade coffee costs us 
approximately $20 more per month.   That's 
not a lot to change the lives of farmers around 
the world, but it means that our coffee hour 
basket needs a little more padding each 
week.  $1 goes a long way if we each add a 
share, so please consider giving.
 

     Here's a cheer for helping farmers live 
better, for our faithfulness to the Gospel, 
and to drinking great tasting coffee. 

Fair Trade Coffee Caring For Our Kids
     The Christian Education Committee 
recently held its Moving Up Day to honor 
the children and volunteers in our 
Sunday School Program.  Listed below 
are those who were recognized that day:

Age 4 & 5:
Nico Sweeney
Lindsay Frazer
Nyssa Schairer
Emmie Schairer
Elizabeth Leonard
Haley Irish
Jillian DiSalvo
Hayden Irish

Grades 1 & 2:
Kendal DeSantis
Payton Dafoe
Lexi Hebb
Troy Sweeney
Arlo Catanzaro
Christine Furgison
Maggie Passamonte
Elwood Leonard
Amanda Kendrick

Grades 3 - 6:
Ben Bartley
Allison Dent
Natalie Disalvo
Jamie Disalvo
Kaleb Kaiser
Ronald Kaiser
Rozwell Kaiser
Maggie Smith
Lauren Smith
Isabel Sweeney
Chloe Passamonte
Cheryl Squires
Hunter DeSantis
Tyler White
Jacob Dresing
Luke Frazer
Katie Phykitt
Tucker Catanzaro

Continued
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Graduating High School Seniors:
Paul J. Miller
Kathryn Dean

Helpers:
Cole DeSantis
Andrew Loeffler
Eric Squires

Bibles Were Awarded To:
Maggie Smith
Chloe Passamonte
Natalie DiSalvo
Tucker Catanzaro
Hunter DeSantis
Rozwell Kaiser
Ronald Kaiser
Kaleb Kaiser

Our Kids - continued

Congratulations to graduating senior Paul (P.J.) 
Miller who will be attending St. Lawrence 
University this fall.

To the right:  On hand to 
receive their bibles that day 
were Chloe Passamonte, 
Natalie DiSalvo, Tucker 
Catanzaro and Hunter 
DeSantis.

It was a festive 
day (complete 
with ice cream 
sundaes!).  

Thanks to all 
the kids and 
the super 
volunteers!



Malawi Mission Trip 
Itinerary

(Please Pray Along With The Ladies)

July 2nd 
Depart JFK 5:20 p.m.

July 3rd
Arrive JNB 5 p.m.
Overnight @ Emerald Guest House

July 4th
Depart JNB 11:30 a.m.
Arrive LLW 1:55 p.m.
Stay in Lilongwe 

July 5th
Lilongwe
Micro Credit & Crisis Nursery

July 6th
Depart early morning for Safari - 3 hr. drive
Stay at Mvuu Safari Camp

July 7th
AM - Safari
Afternoon - Return to Lilongwe

July 8th
Depart for Mzuzu - 5 hour+ drive
Stay at Ilala Crest Lodge 

July 9th - July 15
Mzuzu - Ilala Crest Lodge

July 13
Attend Worship @ Mchengatuba Church

July 16
Depart Mzuzu - Travel to Lake shore 
1 1/2 hour drive
Stay at Sambani Lodge
touch_sambani.htm

July 17
Lake shore
Sambani Lodge

July 18
Lake shore 
Sambani Lodge

July 19
Lake shore
Sambani Lodge

July 20
Attend Worship @ Newbandawe 
Church
Depart Lake shore for Lilongwe

July 21
Depart LLW 2:45 p.m.
Arrive JNB 5:15 p.m.
Depart JNB 7:10 p.m.

July 22
Arrive JFK 7:05 a.m.
Depart JFK 11 a.m. on Jet Blue, Flight 
#42
Arrive Syracuse 12:15 p.m.
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The Mission of the First Presbyterian Church of Canton to reach out to all people 
and welcome them in celebrating truly the joys, freedoms and responsibilities 

that come with our faith in God, Christ’s unconditional love for us, 
and the power of the Holy Spirit to transform our world.  

Through this nurturing Christian Community 
we will fully recognize the value of each believer, 

humbly forgive ourselves and others, and lovingly embrace God’s Grace. 
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