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Family News Family News - continued
     Congratulations to Alison Del Rossi 
who was recently inducted into the Athletic 
Hall of Fame at the University of Delaware, 
her undergraduate alma mater.  Alison was 
honored for her achievements in track and 
as an Academic All-American.  Quite an 
honor, go Blue Hens.

     Congratulations to Mark Erickson who 
recently received two honors from his alma 
mater, the University of North Dakota.  he 
was one of four alumni inducted into the 
University’s School of Engineering and 
Mines Alumni Academy, created “to 
celebrate the achievements of alumni and to 
encourage and motivate current students in 
their academic pursuits.”  Mark was also 
awarded the Arthur Gray Leonard Medal, 
which recognizes outstanding achievement 
in the geosciences.  Way to go Mark!

     Prayers for Floyd Morter recovering 
from gallbladder surgery.

     A big thanks for the “Can-Do” spirit 
shown by Arvilla and Vern Aldous who 
raised $50 toward the Faith Line Challenge 
with their after church bake sale on March 
29th.  A wonderful and creative display of 
leadership.  Yum!

     Prayers for Heidi and Patrick Ames 
expecting twins at the beginning of the 
month.

     Congratulations to Linda Potter who 
was presented a yellow rose by The Canton 
Area Zonta Club to recognize Linda for her 
significant contributions to the community.  

     Congratulations to Chris and Ginger 
Sweeney on the birth of their son 
Earl Belisario, born April 15th.  Mom and 
baby are doing well.  This makes number 6 
for Ginger and Chris, and ties the Peckham 
Family for the Church on the Park record!

     Prayers for Betty Irish recovering from 
eye surgery.

continued

     Special thanks to the women of Kappa 
Delta Sigma sorority at SLU, and Jerry 
Findley and his Scouts for conducting food 
drives at the P&C.  Both efforts brought in a 
tremendous about of new food items for our 
pantry.  The church is tremendously 
appreciative for helping us to help those in 
need.

     Our prayers and sympathies to Martha 
Billings on the death of her mother Ordetta 
Sharp.

     Thanks to all the people who helped 
with the Memorial Service and Luncheon for 
the Peckham family.  Each of you went 
above and beyond, and your efforts were 
tremendously appreciated by the entire 
Peckham clan.

     John Miller, III has a 1/2 page article 
with a photo of him in the March issue of 
"Lighthouse Digest", a national magazine. 
 This is a direct 
result of the 
Christmas 
ornament he was 
commissioned to 
paint for the White 
House Christmas 
Tree in the Blue 
Room.  He is still 
being contacted as 
a result of that wonderful experience last 
December.

     Our prayers are with Lt. Col. Douglas 
Stitt, son of Wes and Janet Stitt, who is 
being deployed Iraq after serving in 
Afghanistan as the commanding officer of 
the U.S. national Support Element in Kabal, 
in support of the NATO-ISAF mission.

     Special thanks to Vern and Arvilla 
Aldous for their after worship bake sales to 
raise funds for the church.  Their 
leadership, initiative and energy is greatly 
appreciated.
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Birthdays This Month

Anniversaries This Month

Birthdays  -  May

Anniversaries  -  May

May
Lectionary Readings 

The Grace Of The Month is a View From The 
Park feature, a different grace every month

for you and your family to use.

  1  Mary Rexford
  2  Dr. Colleen Livingston, Becky Locke, 

  Rachel Syvertsen, Gertrude Williams
  4  Matthew Gibson, Beverly Findley, 

  Patricia Gunnison
  6  Steven Chambers
  8  Melba Reinke, Edith Frazer
10  Sue Dean
11  Maynard Bowman,  Barry Walch
13 Andrew Clearwater Johnson, 

  Suzanne Lupke
15  Martha Cole
16  Holly Bisselle, Lyn Forbes
17  Tucker Catanzaro, Katelyn Grant, 
18 Elias Paul Nelson
19  Chris Sutherland
20  Erica Cole
21  Rebecca Alexander
22  Chelsea Rae Chambers
23  Colleen Grant
26 Ashley Elliott
27  Dave Nelson

15  Gene & Shirley Seeley
27  Wayne & Dolly Miller
       Michael & Edith Frazer

May 3 (4th Sunday of Easter) 
Acts 4:5-12 
Psalm 23:1-6 
1 John 3:16-24 
John 10:11-18 
 

May 10 (5th Sunday of Easter) 
Acts 8:26-40 
Psalm 22:25-31 
1 John 4:7-21 
John 15:1-8 
 

May 17 (6th Sunday of Easter) 
Acts 10:44-48 
Psalm 98:1-9 
1 John 5:1-6 
John 15:9-17 
 

May 21 (The Ascension of the Lord) 
Acts 1:1-11 
Psalm 47:1-9 or Psalm 93:1-5 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Luke 24:44-53 
 

May 24 (7th Sunday of Easter) 
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
Psalm 1:1-6 
1 John 5:9-13 
John 17:6-19 
 

May 30 (Eve of Pentecost) 
Exodus 19:3-8a, 16-20 
1 Peter 2:4-10 
Evening: Psalm 23:1-6 
 

May 31 (Pentecost) 
Morning Psalm 104:1-35 
Isaiah 11:1-9 
1 Corinthians 2:1-13 
John 14:21-29 
Evening Psalm 29:1-11 

New Member Class
     A new member class will be 
held after worship on Sunday, 
May 3rd.  If you are interested 
in joining the church, contact 
Rev. Mike at 386-270.

Bless, O Lord
this food to our use

And us to Thy loving service.

If you are new to the church, 
please contact the office with your birthday(s) 

& anniversary so we may share your joy!



Church Web Page
Keep checking the web

and stay in touch.

www.churchonthepark.org

The Church’s email Address: 
Office@ChurchOnThePark.org

RevMike@ChurchOnThePark.org
Rev Mike’s email Address: 

Tom Dildine 
Webmaster

dildine@stlawu.edu
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Presbyterian Worship

   The Deacons CD ministry provides our 
homebound friends & members with a CD 
of each week’s worship service.  CDs are 
then delivered to homes the following week, 
and CD players are provided if necessary.

   If you’d like to receive a CD of the 
service, or help deliver CDs, please call the 
church office (386-2570).

Deacons 
CD 

Ministry

    Please remember that the monthly copies 
of “These Day” and “Alive” are available to 
you on the table outside of sanctuary in the 
Narthex.  Please feel free to pick up a copy 
for yourself or family.  Copies of the Revised 
Common Lectionary, on which we base 
our Liturgy are in the monthly newsletter.  
Also, the latest editions of “Horizons” and 
“Presbyterian Today” can at times be 
found in the Narthex.  Please take a look 
and return them when you are done so 
others may enjoy them. 

Congregational Resources

Hello, my name is...
Remember - Name Tag Sunday 

is May 17th. 
Come early to church 

and make your own name tag.
Get to know your neighbor.

Newsletter Deadline

Please submit articles to Linda Potter, 
Newsletter Editor, at church office or 

Nautilus@twcny.rr.com

Is The 15th Of The Month

B.A.D. Guys

     In addition to Sunday worship, our 
church also conducts services in the 
Canton Community:

     The 1st Wednesday of the month Rev. 
Mike leads a service at Partridge Knoll in 
the winter months (December, February 
through May) at 11:00  a.m.  Everyone is 
invited to attend!

Sermon Podcasts
Available at 

http://churchonthepark.org/sermons/

      Our B.A.D. Guys’ 
breakfast (Breakfast And 
Devotions) is held on the 
2nd Sunday of the month at 
8:15 am in Fellowship Hall.  
All the men & boys of the 
church are invited.  This 
month, B.A.D. Guys will serve a Mother’s 
Day breakfast on Sunday, May 10 at 8:15 
a.m.  For more information, contact Andy 
Loeffler, “chief BAD Guy,” at the church 
office (386-2570).   



www.churchonthepark.org
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Makers   
Takers

And

     The Board of Deacon's has established a 
system to supply an occasional meal to 
families who have serious illness or other 
emergency.  We call this service "Makers 
and Takers."  We really need the whole 
congregation to assist in this service.  Our 
current list of volunteers is small and 
needs to be updated.   A sign up sheet will 
be placed in the foyer for this purpose.  If 
you need more information about this, 
please call Shirley Norton at 386-3974.

Need You!

Church Chain Gang
     Would you like to help your neighbor, 
stretch spiritually and be a part of the 
mystical movement of the church?  We are 
always looking for new prayer warriors to join 
the church Prayer Chain to offer prayers for 
folks who are ill, troubled or in need.  If you 
want to learn more about the prayer chain, 
call Rev. Mike at 386-2570. 

      To put yourself or anyone on the chain for 
prayers, contact Rev. Mike or any member:  
Wanda Renick 386-3474; Nona Fisher 386-
3247; Shirley Seeley 386-5213 (snowbird); 
Marilyn Rodee 386-8447 (January 
snowbird); Joyce Bell 386-8789; Suzanne 
Lupke 379-0207; Sandy Pollard 386-3916; 
Tyke Miller 347-3414; 
Ellen Compeau 386-
8369; Bev Findley 323-
2064 & Thelma Rodee 
379-0924.

     If you want to 
become a member of the 
church prayer chain, please call Wanda 
Renick at 386-3474 or via email at 
wrenick@twcny.rr. com.  

Dinner & Music

Prayer Network
     In addition to being a member of the 
Church Chain Gang (above), you can pray for 
those in our church who are in need without 
ever picking up the phone.  A prayer network 
of those who want to receive email notices 
about those who need prayers is being put 
together.  You will receive periodic emails 
about prayer needs in the church.  All you 
need to do is add these concerns to your 
daily prayers.  

     To become part of this new network, call 
Wanda Renick at 386-3474 or email her at 
wrenick@twcny.rr.com.  You will be blessed.

     The United Presbyterian Church of 
Lisbon, located at 26 Church Street, is 
holding a chicken BBQ on Saturday, May 
2nd from 4 - 7 p.m.  Cost is 8.00 for adults 
and $5.00 for children under 12.  

     After the meal, they are holding a 
special fund raiser for the local food bank 
with music at 7:30 p.m. with Don 
Woodcock, Gretchen Koehler and 
Friends.  Cost of admission are 
nonperishable food items or a monetary 
donation for the food bank. 

     On Saturday, May 9th, Renewal House 
will be hosting its annual Mother’s Day 
Fun Run/Walk at the Remington 
Recreation Trail located at Partridge Run 
Golf Course.   Registration for this 5K event 
will begin at 8:30 a.m. with a starting time 
of 9 a.m.  The entry fee is $15 with t-shirts 
given to the first 100 registered 
participants.  If you are interested in a 
contribution/registration form, contact 
Renewal House at 379-9845.

Mother’s Day Run/Walk
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Smorgasbord Results

Session Report
     The Session met on March 30 for the 
monthly meeting.  The following is a 
summary of the meeting:

     Several people have indicated they would 
like to join the church. Rev. Mike will hold 
new member classes. 

     Work is being done to present a true 
endowment fund policy. 
 

     A Youth Group Leader for 2009-2010 is 
needed.

     The Faith Line Challenge has been met 
and the funds deposited.  The Stewardship 
committee is ecstatic.

     Barbara Burdick is thinking about a 
“Godspell” production to be presented in 
the Sanctuary sometime in November.  It 
would be a 50-50 profit and work sharing 
with Grasse River Players.

     It was moved, seconded and passed to 
donate $200 to GardenShare.

     Janet Stitt will transfer to the church 
upon receipt of her membership from 
Heuvelton, and Lara Syvertsen will become a 
member upon completion of the new member 
class.

     David Hornung has completed the 
church history.  It is at the printer and the 
session suggested 300 copies to be printed. 
It is seen as a possible fund raiser.

     The church needs a chair for a May 7th 
and 8th Rummage Sale.  Rev, Mike asked for 
volunteers.

     Tracy Loeffler will become the  Chair of 
the Nominating Committee.  

     The Mission Committee had been 
contacted by a SLU Senior about the 
possibility of using the church’s Fellowship 
Hall and kitchen next year to prepare and 
serve Warming House dinners.  Rev. Mike 

has been in touch  with Tom Coakley of SLU 
concerning finances and other issues. 
Further discussions will be held.

     A joint Session and Deacons’ meeting 
will be Monday, June 29th

     Wanda Renick reported the Book of 
Session and the Church Record Book had 
been “Approved Without Exception” at the 
annual Clerks’ Workshop.

continued

Session Report - continued

     The traditional First Presbyterian 
Spring Smorgasbord was a huge success!  
The dining room looked fantastic and the 
food was prepared to perfection.  We 
served 211 dinners for a profit of $1,302 
(yippee!). This was truly an example of the 
congregation working together - and we 
could not have accomplished it any other 
way.
 

     Thank you to Bailey's Florist for 
donating flowers for the tables and to Pizza 
Hut and Subway for their donation 
of salad dressing.
 

     THANK YOU to everyone who came and 
ate, advertised, made posters, hung 
posters, prepared food, set-up, served, 
worked the kitchen, washed dishes and 
cleaned-up.  A special thank you to our 
own in-house "Turkey Carver", Nick 
Baffaro. 
 

     Everyone doing their part is what made 
this an enjoyable, as well as 
successful, fundraiser.  Great job!

OGHS Results
     The One Great Hour Of Sharing special 
offering held in April raised $731.50.  
This is one of four special offerings held 
at our church each year.  To learn more 
about OGHS and our special offerings, see 
the new Mission bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall.   Thanks to all who 
donated. 



Ghosts From The Past
by Tyke Miller
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Pentecost Sunday
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
 

     Pentecost will be here soon!  This is 
an important and celebratory day for 
Christians around the globe.  At Pentecost 
we celebrate the coming of the Holy 
Spirit, which transforms human life and all 
of creation.  As a form of celebration, we 
will participate in the Pentecost Offering, 
which serves to send God’s curative love to 
children at risk, youth, and young 
adults.
 

     This year’s offering 
theme, “Send Forth 
Your Spirit!” is from 
Psalm 104:30.  The 
passage describes the 
glory of a creation that is 
filled with God’s holy 
and life-giving Spirit.  
With assurance, we celebrate the 
abundance of our blessings and know that 
God’s love and care for us know no 
bounds.  What joy and comfort this gives 
us every day!  
 

     The Pentecost Offering is a tangible 
way to demonstrate that Spirit within 
us!  It gives us the opportunity to use 40% 
of the amount we receive to minister in 
our own community on behalf of children 
at risk.  Through General Assembly 
ministries, the Pentecost Offering supports, 
guides, and nurtures the faith of 
Presbyterian young people, calls forth a 
new generation of church leadership, and 
advocates for children at risk on a national 
level.
 

     Thank you for your support of the 
Pentecost Offering on Sunday, May 31st.  
Your gifts will have an impact now and in 
the generations to come!
 

In the name of the Spirit,
 

Katrina Hebb

     I found some very interesting notes 
regarding the Mother - Daughter Banquet 
that was an annual event in May.

     From the May 1955 newsletter we read, 
"This year's Mother-Daughter Banquet will be 
held on May 4th.  Dinner will be served at 
6:00 p.m.  Mrs. Howard Moore, Mrs. Clisson 
Brown, and Mrs. Walter VanOrnum are the 
committee in charge of arrangements and 
they will provide "daughters" for ladies in 
need of them.  The men of the Men's Club will 
prepare and serve a ham dinner.  Dinner 
will be $1.25 for all over 12 years of age, 
& .75 for girls 12 and under.” 

     Did you catch those prices?!  Then, just 
a year later in 1956, there was a program 
committee and the men were again willing to 
prepare the dinner..."but the selection of a 
date is presenting some problems".

     However, according to the May 1957 
newsletter, when 
our church was 
celebrating our 
Sesquicentennial 
Anniversary, they 
had the Mother-
Daughter Banquet 
on Wednesday, May 
8th.  “The men of 
the church will 
prepare and serve 
dinner.  They will be 
ready to serve people in both the dining room 
and nursery room if reservations warrant it.  
The dinner will be $1.00 for adults and $. 50 
for girls 12 and under.”

     Did you notice how the prices dropped 
in two years?  And, that our men are still 
serving our "Families" a lovely breakfast? I 
wonder if the Ladies did anything for the 
men for Father's Day?  Stay tuned in.  Your 
ghost will have more next month.
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Church School News 

continued

Church School - continued 

Special Thanks

Hello, everyone!  Happy Spring!

     Jesus taught using parables, stories 
that illustrate the love of God and how 
He wants us to live.  Ellen Compeau is 
teaching the parable of the Good Samaritan 
through a funny play about the Rat who 
saved the Skunk.  Children in Jane 
Squires’ class  are playing games that 
reinforce the story of the Good Samaritan, 
And in the art room, Vicki McLain is 
helping the children learn the lesson of 
loving strangers by creating little gifts/cards 
to give to folks in the nursing home.  Many 
thanks to those teachers as well as the 
shepherds for this rotation:  Ann and 
Armond Spencer, Andy Loeffler and 
Wanda Renick.

     I have had a wonderful time getting to 
know many of you – especially the 
children and teachers and shepherds -- in 
the “Church on the Park” this past year.  I 
really appreciate all the volunteers and I 
hope you have all had good experiences 
teaching church school classes so far this 
year.  I'm pretty sure the children are 
having a good time and are learning what 
we want them to learn, including memory 
verses for at least the short term.  We will 
reinforce those this spring.

     We still need teachers for the last 
rotation this year.  The parable of the 
Prodigal Son is the Bible story for May 17, 
May 31 and June 7.   Please let me know if 
you are able and willing to teach those 
Sundays.  It would be fun to have some 
folks new to teaching give it a try.  I will 
make it as easy as possible by providing the 
lesson and most materials (and free advice if 
wanted!), and you only need to teach one 
lesson three different times.

     Here’s a challenge for all children:  on 
May 10th, Mother's Day, you can impress 

your moms and earn a prize by 
remembering ALL the memory verses 
you’ve learned this year.  Then you can do a 
craft project to make a Mother's day 
card/present to give her.  

     On June 14, the children will be 
responsible for coffee hour refreshments – 
a cooking project lesson!  We can have 
whatever we want to have, maybe including 
hot dogs/easy picnic lunch type of thing 
outside.  If you missed the Mother’s day 
challenge, or simply want to get another 
prize, we will see how many of you still 
remember all those Bible verses.  On June 
21, Father's Day, we will do another craft 
project to make a present/card for dads.

     Reminder:  there is no Sunday school 
the weekend of Memorial Day Weekend, 
May 24.

     I want to thank all the friends who 
visited Don in the hospital, sent cards and 
notes and food to our family and especially 
thanks to all the people who prayed and 
served the luncheon following Don’s 
memorial service.  

- With great appreciation
Betty Peckham

     P.S. - Can anyone tell me who left a 
basket of fruit on my kitchen table?

Church History Books 
     Thanks to the hard work 
of David Hornung, a newly 
compiled history of the 
Church On The Park is now 
available.  It covers our rich 
history and is filled with 
fascinating tales.  The book 
is $10 and can be purchased 
at the church office or by calling the office 
at 386-2570.  



May 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

26
Postlude Sunday

27
7:00 PM Session

28
7:03 PM Book Discussion

29 30
7:00 PM Choir Practice

1 2

3
Deacon & Food Offering
Communion

4 5 6
10:00 AM Rummage Sale 
Set Up
11:00 AM Partridge Knoll 
Service

7
7:00 PM Choir Practice

8
9:00 AM Rummage Sale
3:00 PM Rummage Sale 
Clean Up

9

10
Mother's Day

8:15 AM Mother's Day B-
Fast

11
7:30 AM Postscript

12 13
7:30 AM Woman's Circle

14
7:00 PM Choir Practice

15
Newsletter Deadline

16

17
Church Band To Play
Pastor Donna To Preach
Name Tag Sunday
Rev. Mike Off

8:15 AM WILD Women B-
Fast

18
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19 20 21
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22 23
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Service Of Remembrance
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Rev. Mike Leads Worship
Katrina Hebb To Preach
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26
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Pentecost Offering
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Mothers & Others Brunch
Rummage Sale - May 7th & 8th

Service Of Remembrance - May 24th
Church History Books Available

Pentecost Offering
Smorgasbord Results
Church School News

 FAITH LINE CHALLENGE MET!!!
New Member Class - This Sunday!

The Church is charged for every returned Newsletter.  If you have moved, or changed a seasonal address, 
please notify the church office.  Thank you.

The Mission of the First Presbyterian Church of Canton to reach out to all people 
and welcome them in celebrating truly the joys, freedoms and responsibilities 

that come with our faith in God, Christ’s unconditional love for us, 
and the power of the Holy Spirit to transform our world.  

Through this nurturing Christian Community 
we will fully recognize the value of each believer, 

humbly forgive ourselves and others, and lovingly embrace God’s Grace. 


