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Book Discussion 

• Women’s Circle •

• WILD Women •

The Grace Of The Month is a 
View From The Park feature, 
a different grace every month

for you and your family to use.

• Postscript •
     The Postscript Club will meet at Barb 
McCoy's home, at 69 State St., Canton 
at 7:30 p.m. on May 12th.  Devotions 
will be led by Shirley Norton. 
 Refreshments will be served by Mickey 
Williams, Lora Gibson, and Christa 
Lyon.  David Hornung will be our guest 
speaker and the topic is "Medical 
Ethics".  Please join us!

     The church book discussion group meets 
the fourth Tuesday of the month at 7:30 
p.m.  The group will next 
meet on May 27th to discuss 
If You Lived Here, I’d Know 
Your Name by Heather 
Lende at the home of Ann 
Spencer, 545 Pink School 
House Road, Canton.  When 
you turn onto the Pink 
School House Road from CR 
25 (a right hand turn),  go about 1/2 mile to 
the third driveway on the right. 
     

     This will be our final book for the 2007 -
2008 season.  Bring suggestions for a good 
summer read for our September discussion 
to this meeting or send them to Linda at 
nautilus@twcny.rr.com.

     The next WILD Women’s potluck 
breakfast will be on Sunday, May 18 at 
8:15 a.m.  We will discuss our plan to 
host a Father’s Day breakfast in June.  
All women of the church are welcome.  
Please sign up in the foyer.       

     Women’s Circle meets the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month at 7:30 p.m.  
All women of the church are invited to 
join the circle for connection and 
conversation.

     Circle meets next on May 14th at the 
home of Edith Frazer, 28 Woods Drive 
and the topic will be Mother’s Day.  
Hope to see you there!

May Flowers
     With Mother’s Day on May 11th and 
Memorial Day on May 26th, anyone 
wishing to honor 
their mother, a 
loved one or a 
veteran by 
furnishing 
flowers for a 
church service, 
please call 
Shirley Norton 
at 386-3974.

One Great Hour Of 
Sharing Update

     Great news this month!  One Great 
Hour of Sharing contributions continue to 
come in and now the grand total is 
$1,154.18!!  Thank you so much to all 
those who contributed!  Your generous 
donations mean that many lives will be 
touched and changed.

Give food to the hungry,
O Lord, and

hunger for you 
to those who have food.
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Church Attendance Officers & Committees 
Elders

To strengthen and nurture the faith 
and the life of the congregation.

Wanda Renick Rich Grayson Barry Walch
Mark Brackett Mike Frazer Donna Doig
Diane Ladison Colleen Grant Marilyn Rodee
Patti Cryderman    Martha Colee Jack Miller
Tom Dildine Dave Nelson Katrina Hebb

Deacons
Ministering to the sick, those in need, 
the friendless, and those in distress.

Shirley Norton Sev Brown      Pat Mace      
Barb McCoy Judy DeSantis     Robert Duda
Ellen Compeau Vicki McLain      Lorna Webb
Matilda Larson Lew Shepard      Sandy Pollard
Ellen Grayson Marilyn Coir     

   Committees    Chairs

Resources   Mike Frazer & Fred Pollard
Responsible for managing and dispensing funds 
to fulfill the mission & ministry of our church. 

Facilities Barry Walch
Responsible for the maintenance and use of all 
church property.  

Fellowship Ellen Grayson
      Responsible for all fellowship events, 

Education Paula Brady & Martha Cole
Responsible for all aspects of growth, nurture & 
learning.  

Worship Bob Duda
With pastor, responsible for worship.  

C.A.R.E.    Marilyn Rodee
Care, Attention, Renewal & Evangelism.

Stewardship Mike Frazer
Responsible for securing resources and energy to 
fulfill the mission & ministry of our church.

Mission    Dave Nelson
Helping our church, community & world.

Treasurer Diane Ladison
      Assistant Treasurers - Bill & Lorna Webb
Financial Secretary Mike Frazer

Church & Community Lorna Webb & Jane 
Squires

Average Worship Attendance 97

Worship SS
March 16     103 19
March 23      145 No SS
March 30            84 15
April 6    84 16
April 13    68 12

Average SS Attendance 16

     You can volunteer to be a greeter or a 
coffee hour host by calling the church 
office 386-2570.  It’s a great way to 
help your church!

Attention!!!!

May 
Coffee Hour Hosts

May Greeters

May 4 Mike & Edith Frazer
May 11 No Coffee Hour
May 18 WILD Women
May 25 Steve & Judy DeSantis

May 4 TBA
May 11 Bill & Marilyn Rodee
May 18 Arvilla & Vern Aldous
May 25 Patricia Gunnison 

& Shirley Norton

Treasurer’s Report
Regular Offering

Mission Offering

Total $10,650.34

Total $2,182.68

March 16 $2,267.00
March 23 $2,956.84
March 30 $2,174.00
April 6 $3,252.50

March 16 $762.18
March 23 $247.50
March 30 $597.00
April 6 $576.00



 Over the next month or so, a 
great deal will be happening at the 
Church on the Park with regard to 
the staff.  So this month I’d like to 
take a few minutes to speak to you 
about these things. 

 As many of you know, our co-
director of music Dr. Michael Koon 
has accepted a position at Auburn 
University in Alabama.  Hence, Mi-
chael, Kathleen and Madeline will be 
leaving the area this summer in order 
to begin this new phase in their fa-
milial and professional journey.  We 
have been extremely blessed to 
have Michael and Kathleen lead 
our choir these past few years.  Al-
though we are sorry to see them de-
part from our congregation, we are 
thrilled at the new opportunities 
which await them all.  Personally, I 
have greatly enjoyed working with 
Michael and Kathleen to help plan 
and lead worship.  The experience 
and memory of Kathleen’s soaring 
voice will always ring sweetly in the 
sanctuary of our mind.   Michael’s 
affable and relaxed style fostered a 
rich and balanced liturgical experi-
ence which we will always appreciate.  
The entire family will be missed.

 Given Michael and Kathleen’s 
departure we will be searching for a 
new person to fill the position.  We 
have already had one very qualified 
person express an interest, and will 
pursue other avenues as they arise. 

 Concurrent with this, our 
church is also conducting a search 
for a part-time Christian Educator 
to head up our church school pro-
gram.  This is 9 month position, 20 
hours a month, beginning in Sep-

tember.  The position has been 
funded for one year through an 
anonymous donation to the church 
for this purpose.  The Session feels 
very strongly that this is a critical 
step in the growth and development 
of our congregation, and we are very 
exciting to see where the Spirit will 
lead us in this endeavor.

 Finally, it is with great joy and a 
fair amount of triumph that the Ses-
sion will be requesting that our Pres-
bytery commission Elder Donna 
Doig to the position of part-time 
associate pastor here at our 
church.  Donna was recently certified 
as a Lay Pastor by the Committee On 
Ministry, and has spent a good deal 
of time and prayer trying to discern 
her call to ministry.  We are very for-
tunate that Donna has heard the call 
to minister to God’s children here in 
our congregation.  Such a commis-
sioning will be a new development in 
our Presbytery, as previous Commis-
sioned Lay Pastors (CLPs) have gone 
on to solo pastorates in smaller 
churches.  At Donna’s request this 
will be an unpaid position,  As such, 
we have assured her that we will ac-
cept her gifts and energy as she feels 
called in balance with the rest of her 
life.  Although she will have the abil-
ity & license to fulfill all aspects of 
ministry, she will primarily focus on 
pastoral care/visitation & preaching/
worship leadership.  (We will explore 
this more in the months to come.)  

 Pretty exciting huh?  We’ll keep 
you posted as things develop.  Please 
let me know if you have questions & 
keep these matters in your prayers! 

    - Rev. Mike

“Are not all angels spirits in the divine service, sent to serve for the sake of those 
who are to inherit salvation?” - Ephesians 3:18-19

The Pastor’s Report
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Family News
     Congratulations to Mark Passamonte 
who was named the new principal at the 
Canton High School.  Way to go Mark!

   This past month the SUNY Canton 
Foundation shared their plan to raise 
$100,000 to honor Professor Emeritus 
Harry King “one of the most venerable 
and dedicated professors in the college’s 
history”, by naming the Air Conditioning 
Engineering Technology Laboratory in 
Harry’s honor.  A well deserved honor 
which all of us at the church and college 
celebrate with Harry, Willie and their 
family!

     Prayers for Marilyn Coir whose sister, 
Judy, recently passed away.

     Way to go to Judy DeSantis for once 
again doing a great job in planning the 
Science Fair at Banford Elementary.

     Welcome aboard to Arvilla Aldous who 
is taking over the reins of church librarian 
from Holly Capuro.  

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
 

     Pentecost is an amazing, celebratory 
day in the community of faith.  At Pentecost, 
we acknowledge the coming of the Holy 
Spirit, which transforms human life and all 
of creation.  Through our participation in 
the Pentecost Offering, we send forth 
God’s powerful, curative love to children 
at risk, youth, and young adults.

     This year’s offering theme, “Send Forth 
Your Spirit!” is from Psalm 104:30.  The 
passage describes the 
glory of a creation 
that is filled with 
God’s holy and life-
giving Spirit.  With 
assurance, we 
celebrate the 
abundance of our 
blessings and know 
that God’s love and 
care for us know no bounds.  What joy and 
comfort this gives us every day!  With 
love and confidence we turn outward and 
share this with others!

     The Pentecost Offering is a tangible way 
to demonstrate that Spirit within us!  It 
gives us the opportunity to use 40% of the 
amount we receive to minister in our own 
community on behalf of children at risk. 
Through General Assembly ministries, the 
Pentecost Offering supports, guides, and 
nurtures the faith of Presbyterian young 
people, calls forth a new generation of 
church leadership, and advocates for 
children at risk on a national level.

     Thank you for your support of the 
Pentecost Offering on Mother’s Day,  May 
11.  Your gifts will have an impact now and 
in the generations to come!
 

In the love of Christ,
 

Patti Cryderman

Pentecost Offering

Walk-A-Thon
     On Sunday, May 4, Raquette Valley 
Habitat for Humanity will conduct several 
walk-a-thons throughout St. Lawrence 
County as fund-raisers for our building 
projects.  Canton’s 
walk is scheduled to 
begin with 
registration at 1:30 
p.m. at the 
Partridge Run parking lot.  

     Fund-raisers like this are critical to 
Habitat’s mission to provide adequate 
housing to those in need in our 
communities, because the cost of materials 
for our basic model has more than doubled 
in the past five years. 

     For information about walking or 
pledging, contact Neal Burdick at 386-4648 
(evenings), or nealadk@hotmail.com.
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Birthdays This Month

Anniversaries This Month

Birthdays  -  May

Anniversaries  -  May

Fourth Sunday Forum
     The Fourth Sunday Forum will be May 
4th in the Conference Room. Carlton 
Doane, who has been the founding father 
of the Free Will Dinners at the Methodist 
Church, will bring us up to date on the 
history and progress of those meals.  Hope 
to see you there!

  1  Mary Rexford
  2  Dr. Colleen Livingston, 

Becky Locke, 
Rachel Syvertsen, 
Gertrude Williams

  4  Matthew Gibson, Beverly Findley
  6  Steven Chambers, Willie King
  8  Melba Reinke, Edith Frazer
10  Sue Dean
11  Maynard Bowman, Elsie Dana, 

Barry Walch
13 Andrew Clearwater Johnson
15  Martha Cole
16  Holly Bisselle, Lyn Forbes
17  Tucker Catanzaro, Katelyn Grant, 

Norene Voltra
18 Elias Paul Nelson
19  Chris Sutherland
20  Erica Cole
21  Rebecca Alexander
22  Chelsea Rae Chambers
23  Colleen Grant
26 Ashley Elliott
27  Dave Nelson

15  Gene & Shirley Seeley
27  Wayne & Dolly Miller
       Michael & Edith Frazer

May 
Lectionary Readings 

Malawi Mission Update

May 1 (Ascension of the Lord) 
Acts 1:1-11 
Psalm 47:1-9 or Psalm 93:1-5 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Luke 24:44-53 
 

May 4  
Acts 1:6-14 
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
John 17:1-11 
 

May 11 (Pentecost) 
Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21 
John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39 
 

May 18 (Trinity Sunday)  
Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
Psalm 8:1-9 
2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Matthew 28:16-20 
 

May 25   
Isaiah 49:8-16a 
Psalm 131 
1 Corinthians 4:1-15 
Matthew 6:24-34

     The women from Watertown who will 
be going to Malawi this July with Ellen 
Grayson, Linda Potter, Vicki McLain 
and Katrina Hebb will be at the Canton 
church on Sunday, May 4th to worship 
with us.  Please welcome Liz Bonisteel, 
Heather White, Renee Waterbury and 
Rita Gefell that day.

     Fundraising efforts continue.  
Donations can be sent to the church 
office, 17 Park Street and mark “Malawi 
Trip” on the memo line.  Be sure to 
participate in the Time & Talent 
Auction on June 1st!  Proceeds will 
support this important mission trip. 



Church Web Page
Keep checking the web

and stay in touch.

www.churchonthepark.org

The Church’s email Address: 
Office@ChurchOnThePark.org

RevMike@ChurchOnThePark.org
Rev Mike’s email Address: 

Tom Dildine 
Webmaster

dildine@stlawu.edu
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Presbyterian Worship
   The Deacons CD ministry provides our 
homebound friends & members with a CD 
of each week’s worship service.  CDs are 
then delivered to homes the following week, 
and CD players are provided if necessary.

   If you’d like to receive a CD of the 
service, or help deliver CDs, please call Ellen 
Compeau (386-8369).

Deacons 
CD 

Ministry

    Please remember that the monthly copies 
of “These Day” and “Alive” are available to 
you on the table outside of sanctuary in the 
Narthex.  Please feel free to pick up a copy 
for yourself or family.  Copies of the Revised 
Common Lectionary, on which we base 
our Liturgy are in the monthly newsletter.  
Also, the latest editions of “Horizons” and 
“Presbyterian Today” can at times be 
found in the Narthex.  Please take a look 
and return them when you are done so 
others may enjoy them. 

Congregational Resources

Hello, my name is...
Remember - Name Tag Sunday 

is May 18. 
Come early to church 

and make your own name tag.
Get to know your neighbor.

Newsletter Deadline

Please submit articles to Linda Potter, 
Newsletter Editor, at church office or 

Nautilus@twcny.rr.com

Is The 15th Of The Month

B.A.D. Guys

     In addition to Sunday worship, our 
church also conducts services in the 
Canton Community:

     Partridge Knoll services are on the 1st 
Wednesday of the month at 11:00 a.m. 
during the winter.

Everyone is invited to attend!

         Our B.A.D. Guys’ 
breakfast (Breakfast And 
Devotions) is held on the 
2nd Sunday of the month 
at 8:15 am in Fellowship 
Hall.  All the men & boys of 
the church are invited.  
This month, B.A.D. Guys will serve a 
Mother’s Day breakfast on Sunday, 
May 11 at 8:15. am.

Sermon Podcasts
Available at 

http://churchonthepark.org/sermons/.



www.churchonthepark.org
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Makers   
Takers

And

     The Board of Deacon's has established a 
system to supply an occasional meal to 
families who have serious illness or other 
emergency.  We call this service "Makers 
and Takers."  We really need the whole 
congregation to assist in this service.  Our 
current list of volunteers is small and 
needs to be updated.   A sign up sheet will 
be placed in the foyer for this purpose.  If 
you need more information about this, 
please call Shirley Norton at 386-3974.

Need You!

Church Chain Gang
     Would you like to help your neighbor, 
stretch spiritually and be a part of the 
mystical movement of the church?  We 
are always looking for new prayer warriors to 
join the church Prayer Chain to offer 
prayers for folks who are ill, troubled or in 
need.  If you want to learn more about the 
prayer chain, call Rev. Mike at 386-2570. 

      To put yourself or anyone on the chain 
for prayers, contact any member: Willie King 
386-8665 (Summer 393-3484); Wanda 
Renick 386-3474; Nona Fisher 386-3247; 
Shirley Seeley 386-5213 (snowbird); 
Marilyn Rodee 386-8447 (January 
snowbird); Joyce Bell 386-8789; Suzanne 
Lupke 379-0207; 
Sandy Pollard 386-
3916; Ellen Compeau 
386-8369; Tyke Miller 
347-3414; Bev Findley 
323-2064 & Thelma 
Rodee 379-0924.

     If you desire to 
pray for those who 
need prayers, please email Wanda Renick at
(wrenick@twcny.rr.com)  that you wish to be 
on the email chain.  Please include your 
email within the body of your note.  Her 
computer doesn’t always come up with the 
sender’s email address.  She will send the 
names only of those needing prayers.  
Usually no details will be given unless the 
person requesting the prayers asks that 
reasons, etc. be given.  The prayers are what 
is needed.  If and when she hears that all is 
well, she will inform you.  You’ll be blessed.

Super Volunteers!

Pledge Reminder!

    A great BIG thank you to Joyce Bell, 
Suzanne Lupke,Wanda Renick, Edna 
Kelley, Gloria Davis & Mickey Williams 
for getting the newsletter out!  We can’t 
do it without you!

     Are you up-to-date on your church 
pledge?  The two “snow days’ we took this 
past winter set us behind and our 
anticipated pledge income is not keeping 
up with our expenses.  Please check and 
make sure that your pledge is in good 
order!  Thanks!

Church Food Pantry
     Did you know that our church now 
has a stocked food pantry to help those 
in need?  This is another part of our 
mission and outreach to our community.

    This pantry is used to help 
those who face emergency 
food or financial crises which 
can happen to anyone.  

     Help keep our food 
pantry stocked!  Bring in 
your donation of canned goods on Food 
Shelf Sunday, the first Sunday of each 
month, or anytime you want.  As a good 
neighbor in our community, we need to 
be ready to extend a helping hand to 
those in need.
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Communion Committee

Care Packages For Sven
     Remember to take time to send a note or 
a package to Sven Syvertsen, the son of 
Vicki McLain and Martin Syvertsen, has 
been deployed to Afghanistan.  Some 
suggested care package items are beef 
sticks, socks, puzzle books, candy, gum, 
novels and toiletry items.  His address is;

Sven Syvertsen
Operation Enduring Freedom
A Company, 96th ASB (TF Troubleshooter)
FOB Bagram
APO AE 09354

     The Elders who served Communion on 
Sunday, April 6 were:  Colleen Grant, Tom 
Dildine, Mark Erickson, Wanda Renick, 
Barry Walch, and Fred Pollard. 

     On May 4th, we are going to honor the 
Deacons and all that they so lovingly do for 
members of our church and our community 
by having them serve Communion.  

The Breaking Of Bread

     All of Jesus followers continued with one 
accord in prayer and supplication, with the 
women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
with His brethren.  (Acts 1:14)

     "Mary, the Mother of Jesus, found 
herself thinking of the community of 
followers and of how she herself had 
survived and been given strength by the 
immense affection shown to her.

     She thought about this as she watched 
the piece of homemade bread pass from 
hand to hand toward her.  She was used to 
this now, because thy did it whenever 
they were together, any small gathering of 
His followers.

     The bread came near to her.  Suddenly it 
was in John's hand.  She had so far not 
been able to take part in this simple but 
terrible action.  Even in symbolism, her 
whole being rebelled against this eating and 
drinking of the body and blood of Him who 
was of her own body and blood.

     She realized the love and support in 
this circle, and even a greater circle not with 
them at the moment, had given her.  It 
seemed all their faces became one, and she 
knew that the single  face was His, and it 
was all the same love.

     The rough bread melding with her body 
and the wine stinging its way into the centre 
of her being.  And she knew she was with 
Him again."

     Taken from the book, "Portrait of 
 Women Meditations on the Mother of 
Our Lord" by Herbert O'Driscoll.

Communion will be served next on
Sunday, May 4, 2008.

Continued

Communion - continued

     Many of you had the joy and privilege of 
meeting Grace Chiumia and Sam Chirwa 
from Malawi on their recent visit to the. 
North Country.

     Grace administers the Widows’ Fund 
which assists women who face extreme 
poverty after the death of spouse and Sam 
helps to run the school for the children 
and orphans cared for by these widows.  

     When Sam was here, he shared the 
school’s budget with Rev. Mike and 
indicated that many children cannot 
afford to pay the monthly tuition.  
Inspired by Grace & Sam’s dedication, 
Rev. Mike would like to offer a challenge 
to the congregation.  Each year we 
sponsor one child to attend this school.  
We need 12 donors, one for each month, 
at $25 each for a $300 total.  If you want 
to help out, send your donation to the 
church office, 17 Park Street, and indicate 
“Orphan Tuition” on the memo line.  

Helping Africa’s Children
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The Church is charged for every returned Newsletter.  If you have moved, or changed a seasonal address, 
please notify the church office.  Thank you.

The Mission of the First Presbyterian Church of Canton to reach out to all people 
and welcome them in celebrating truly the joys, freedoms and responsibilities 

that come with our faith in God, Christ’s unconditional love for us, 
and the power of the Holy Spirit to transform our world.  

Through this nurturing Christian Community 
we will fully recognize the value of each believer, 

humbly forgive ourselves and others, and lovingly embrace God’s Grace. 


