
• April 2nd •
Daylight Savings Begins
Communion
Deacon’s Offering
Food Shelf Sunday
Sunday Forum After Worship

• April 9th •
Palm Sunday
BAD Guys Breakfast - 8:15 a.m.

• April 16th •
Easter & Name Tag Sunday

• April 23rd •
Postlude Sunday
Dr. Laura O’Shaughnessy To Lead Worship

• April 30th •
New Member Sunday
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• Worship Begins At 10:00 a.m. •

 Sundays In April Holy Week Schedule

     The Session is pleased to introduce 
our new church secretary, Julie 
LaShomb who began work in March.! The 
new office hours will be Tuesday and 
Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.! Stop 
in at the church office to welcome and 
get to know Julie.

Palm Sunday Service 
10 a.m., April 9

Maundy Thursday 
Tenebrae Communion Service, 

In The Sanctuary 7 p.m., April 13

Good Friday
Sanctuary open for prayer & meditation

Noon to 3 p.m., April 14

Easter Sunday
Brick Chapel Sunrise Service

7 a.m., April 16
Pancake Breakfast to Follow

Canton First Presbyterian Service
10 a.m., April 16

Welcome Julie
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Student News Youth Group News
     Congratulations to Cole DeSantis who 
recently received the Arrow of Light, the 
highest rank which can be obtained in 
Cub Scouting, and has now become a 
member of Boy Scout Troop 27.! Way to go 
Cole!

     Congratulations to Shanielle 
Chambers and Jamie DiSalvo, members 
of the Canton Hoopsters Fifth Grade Girls 
Basketball team which placed second in a 
close game with Gouverneur at the 
Ogdensburg RiverShiver 
Tournament!

     Congratulations to 
Ryan Ross, a member of 
the boys JV Basketball 
Team which finished 18-2 
over all, and 12-2 in the league.! They are 
tri-champions with OFA and Massena in 
the Central Division. !

     Josh Gerlach gets an ÒAÓ for his role in 
spelling support for the Canton Hockey 
team during the state playoffs.

     Congratulations to Madeline Koon 
who  played the role of Anna Smith in 
Canton High School's production of ÒMeet 
Me in St. Louis.Ó

     Congratulations to Natasha Bell, a 
member of the McKenney Middle School 
Science Olympiad Team which received a 
total of 14 medals throughout the Middle 
Level Science Olympiad at SUNY Potsdam.

     P.J. Miller recently played three parts 
in the play, ÒJookulorumÓ by O. Henry, 
produced by the Drama Club at Hermon 
DeKalb Central School.   He also 
participated in the trek from Notre Dame 
Church in Ogdensburg to Eel Weir State 
Park with his uncle John Miller and other 
re-enactors.  This was the first part of a 
walk to Rome, New York to celebrate a trek 
that took place 250 years ago during the 
French and Indian War.  With all this and 
more, P.J. made high honors.  Way to go!

     Youth Group hosted the March 28th 
Book Discussion Group for the all Church 
Read of ÒFacing the LionÓ  by Joseph 
Lemasolai-Leukuton.  Snacks of Lion 
cupcakes were enjoyed.  The youth are 
already thinking about their selection for the 
2007 All-Church read.

     Youth Group meets on the 2nd and 4th 
Sunday of the month from 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
All youth ages 11-18 are welcome.  Youth 
Group activities include fellowship, study, 
service, worship, and of course recreation!
!

     On April 9th we will meet at church at 
6:45 p.m. and go to the movies!

Adopt-A-Platoon
!

     The soldiers from Fort Drum’s 10th 
Mountain Division I-32 Infantry deployed 
for Afghanistan in March - supported by the 
Youth Group of our church.  Youth Group 
members have been paired up with a soldier, 
to send cards, write letters and send 
prays.! We will also be making up care 
packages to send to the troops during their 
deployment.  

     On March 28th, Patti Cryderman 
traveled to Watertown for a course called 
ARMY 101, which will help us to have a 
better understanding of Army life, families, 
and what deployment means to them.  There 
may also be opportunities to support the 
families of our adopted platoon.! 

     The following are members of the 
platoon:  CPT Nathanael Tugg, ILT Timothy 
LO, 2LT Richard Baranski, SFC Jason 
Filmore, SSG Mark Ellis, SSG Jonathan 
Rice, SGT Gerald Smith, SPC Charles 
Dawson, PV2 Chad Hill, and PFC Anthony 
Thomas.! Upon their return the Youth 
Group will meet the soldiers they supported. 
Watch for more news on this exciting project 
and ways that the whole church can help 
support the troop.  Please keep this 
Platoon in your prayers.
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• Postscript •

Book Discussion 
     The church book discussion group meets 
the fourth Tuesday of the month at 7:30 
p.m.  If you have any questions about the 
reading group, contact Linda Potter at 
386-4364 or nautilus@twcny.rr.com.

    All books for the discussion can be 
purchased at the St. Lawrence Book Store 
at a discount.  The April book is The 
Shadow Of The Wind  by Carlos Ruiz.  The 
discussion will be held on Tuesday, April 
25th at 7:30 p.m. in the Youth Group 
Room at the church.   The host is Donna 
Doig.   
 

     The final book for the 2005-2006 is:

May 23 - Gloria  by Keith Maillard;  
Host - Ellen Grayson

     There will be no WILD Women 
breakfast since the third Sunday of April 
will be Easter.     

• WILD Women •

• Women’s Circle •

Malawi Pen Pals

     Postscript met Monday, March13 at 
the Community Room, 35 Riverside 
Drive. We thank Ellen Janack for 
hosting.  The program was Shirley 
Norton telling about her trip to Russia.  

     The next meeting of Postscript will 
be Monday, April 10th at 7:30 p.m. at 
the home of Ruth Chisholm.  Devotions 
will be led by Shirley Norton and Barb 
Brown.  Refreshments will be served by 
Pat Mace.  Our program will be  Mickey 
Williams and Wanda Renick speaking 
about the Canton Library.

     WomenÕs Circle will meet next on 
Wednesday, April 12 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the home of Wanda Renick, 23 Farmer 
Street.  The topic will be the changes a 
woman experiences within herself.  
These include 
physical, spiritual, 
emotional 
& intellectual 
changes.  What 
are some of the 
changes you have 
experienced as 
you have grown?! 
Did you recognize 
you were changed 
or changing?! Or 
did you realize that only in hindsight?! 
Were these changes for the better or 
worse?  Come, share some of your 
experiences and how you handled 
them.   Contact Linda Potter at 386-
4364 for more info about Circle .

    Letters from youth in Malawi have 
arrived.  Youth Group members will have 
the opportunity to have a pen pal from 
Mzuzu, Malawi, Africa. The youth sent us 
their pictures and letters through the 
Presbytery of Livingstonia.  Malawi is 
having hunger problems.  Our contact in 
Malawi writes, Ò The hunger situation in the 
country is bad.  Most food items have had 
the prices increased by the business people.  
We are living on a hand to mouth style.  Only 
God is the Comforter of all of us.  Some 
people have no meal for some days.Ó 

Please keep the people of Malawi 
in your prayers.

     Many thanks to all who made food or 
helped with the Lenten 
Luncheon on March 23rd, 
2006 with members of the 
Episcopal Church.  Moneys 
received from the luncheon 
goes to the Church and 
Community Program to help with various 
projects through out the year.

Thank You!
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Church Attendance Officers & Committees 
Elders

To strengthen and nurture the faith 
and the life of the congregation.

Scott Hill Wanda Renick (Clerk)
Voss Fernandes          Jack Miller
Marilyn Rodee Paul Miller
Mike Frazer Mark Erickson
John Witherhead Colleen Grant
Diane Ladison     Martha Cole
Donna Doig Brent Bartley

Deacons
Ministering to the sick, those in need, 
the friendless, and those in distress.

Edith Frazer Barb King
Bob Ferguson Matt Peacock
Ellen Compeau Jane Fernandes
Chris Sweeney Robert Duda
Vicki McLain Harry King
Barb McCoy

Treasurer Diane Ladison
      Assistant Treasurers - Bill & Lorna Webb

Financial Secretary Mike Frazer

   Committees    Chairs

Resources   Mike Frazer (Interim) 
& Fred Pollard

Responsible for managing and dispensing 
funds to fulfill the mission & ministry of our 
church.  

Facilities  Voss Fernandes
Responsible for the maintenance and 
use of all church property.  

Fellowship Ellen Grayson
      Responsible for all fellowship events, 

Education Paula Brady & Martha Cole
Responsible for all aspects of growth, nurture & 
learning.  

Worship Bob Duda
With pastor, responsible for worship.  

C.A.R.E.    Marilyn Rodee
Care, Attention, Renewal & Evangelism.

Stewardship Mike Frazer
Responsible for securing resources and energy to 
fulfill the mission & ministry of our church.

Mission    John Witherhead
Helping our church, community & world.

Average Worship Attendance 116 

Treasurer’s Report
Regular Offering

Total  $682.00

Mission Offering

Total  $9,426.84

Worship SS
February 26 109 18
March 5 118 19
March 12 121 22
March 19 117 14

Average SS Attendance 18

     The Peace & Justice Working Group 
of the Presbytery of Northern New York 
is focusing this year on hunger.   We are 
encouraging the study of the "Just 
Eating" Curriculum.  For more 
information 
contact Deb 
DeBoer at 315-
639-4655.

     On Saturday, 
April 1st a 
"Farmers 
Marketplace" will 
be held in the 
fellowship hall of 
the First Presbyterian Church of 
Ogdensburg from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
Local farmers, craftspeople, and church 
folks are bringing produce and items to 
sell.  Fair traded coffee, tea, chocolate, 
and sweat-free teas will also be 
available.  Come and join us!

Presbytery Marketplace

February 19 $1,476.31
February 26 $1,358.43
March 5 $2,867.10
March 12 $3,725.00

February 19 $! 95.00
February 26 $! 99.00
March 5 $287.00
March 12 $201.00
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Pastor’s  ReportThe  
To the members and friends of the Church on the Park,

     Easter looms and our heart rejoices.   Well, looks like 
we’ve come through another winter and we’re on the downward 
stretch to the warmth and green of Spring.  

          I begin this month with both an apology and a thank you 
to Patti Cryderman.   Seems that last month I failed to include 

her in my message of farewell to elders and deacons who had ended their terms.  She was very gracious 
in gently reminding me of my sin of omission.  Although I regret my mistake (Sorry Patti!) I must confess 
the truth of the matter is it simply didn’t register with me that Patti was going off Session because she 
is so darn active around the church.  In crossword puzzle terms, Patti is a “Oner.”  As a member of 
session the past six years she was always coming up with new and exciting things that she, 
and we as a church could be doing.   Although she has been very active with MINC, is our 
presbytery’s Elder Commissioner to General Assembly, and heads up the BIG Church School 
Communion Bread Bake, I feel her biggest accomplishment is her commitment to our youth.  With 
great leadership and vision she has breathed new life and energy into our Youth Group.  From the 
“Down and Dirty” mission trip to Washington D.C., to trips to the soup kitchen in Watertown, 
dances, overnights, adopt-a-platoon, inhabitation of the YG room to the biweekly Youth Group 
meetings, Patti is getting it done.   And for all of that, the whole church thanks you 
Patti!   

While I’m on a thanking bender, this month IÕd also like to thank the members of our 
churchÕs Fellowship Committee.   The past several months we’ve had to say good-bye to a fair 
number of our church’s members and friends.  Providing pastoral care to those that are dying, and 
working with a family to plan a memorial service which celebrates one’s life, and Christ’s resurrection 
is only part of what is needed at these difficult stages of transition.  One of the most important events 
for a family touched by death, is the reengagement with life that comes immediately following a 
memorial service.  Our church is incredibly blessed to have a very dedicated group of 
folks  who rise up on such occasions, often with very little notice, to provide the sustenance of a great 
meal, and the comfort of a warm and welcoming environment.  On behalf of all the families 
who have been nurtured and sustained by your ministry of hospitality, I would 
like to thank the members of the CARE Committee, and all those who lend 
them a hand, for the food, service, set up, clean up and especially, the 
graciousness with which you go about offering this great gift.   I stand with the entire 
church in appreciation of the powerful witness all of you are to the depth of God’s love.

Easter is a celebration of new life , of redemption  and forgiveness .  I am humbled by the 
very many people in our church  who make manifest to the world, these most basic tenets of 
our faith.  May God bless each of you in this season of new possibilities.  Open your hearts to 
the song of life, and the reward of serving GodÕs children in whatever way you 
hear GodÕs call.

In the promise of God’s Grace,
Rev. Mike



Page 6

Birthdays This Month

Anniversaries This Month

Birthdays  -  April

Anniversaries - April

Serving Our Church
April Greeters

     The women of the church coordinate the 
flowers for the church each Sunday.  If 
anyone is interested in assisting them by 
taking responsibility for the flowers for a 
Sunday or two, please contact Ginny 
Witherhead at 386-2700.  Your help would 
be appreciated. 

Flowers for the Church

Coffee Hour Hosts
April

April 2 Mary Colton and Brian & 
Kelly Chezum

April 9 BAD Guys
April 16 Easter - No Coffee Hour
April 23 Gloria Davis, Edna Kelly 

& Ruth Chisholm
April 30 Meg Davis & Ellen Grayson

  2 Shawn & Kerry Jo Furgison
  9 Nick & Carlene Baffaro
16 Jane & Voss Fernandes
23 Gloria Davis & Edna Kelly
30 Faye & Brent Bartley

Spring Clean Up Day

  1 Lauren Dean
  2   Lucy Jenkins
  3 Mary Colton, Claira Royce
  7   Paula Brady
  9  Alicia Fisher
10  Nancey Brackett
11 Linda Potter, Alaina Janack
12  Kelly Garwood, Patrick Davis
13  Terry Billings
15  Patti Cryderman, 

Kathleen Witherhead
16  Nicole Potter
17  Roberta Taylor, Michael Frazer, 

Clare Brownell
18  Ruth Leslie, Allison Witherhead
19 Nico Sweeney
21 Natalie Di Salvo
23  John M. Miller Jr., Thelma Rodee, 

Eugene Seeley, Brent Bartley
25  Luke Frazer
27 Katie Dawley, Glenn Ames
28  Tim Cryderman
29  James Gibson

14  Terry & Martha Billings
16  Bill & Marilyn Rodee
18 Brent & Faye Bartley
24  John & Beverly Oliver III
25  Martin Syvertsen & Vicki McLain

     The church will be having our annual 
Spring Clean Up Day on Saturday, May 
6th!beginning at 8 a.m. until Noon, with a 
refreshment break at 10:00 a.m.! 

    This day makes a huge difference in the 
upkeep and maintenance of our building, 
so the more people we can get to come out 
and help the better.! We will be 
attempting to get the kitchen cleaned in 
advance of that day through community 
service volunteers, so we can focus on other 
areas of the church.! 

     Please reserve that day on your 
calendar and plan on lending a hand.! 



Page 7

Family News Session Report

A View From The Park  feature, 
a different grace every month

for you and your family to use.

Grace Of The Month

     Thanks to!Shirley Norton, Joyce Bell, 
Lorna Webb, Wanda Renick, Donna Doig 
and Edna Kelly for getting the March 
Newsletter out.

     Our prayers are with Lindsay and 
Aaron Hess (Lindsay is Patti Cryderman’s 
niece).! Recently back from Korea, he will 
be deployed soon in Iraq.! Please keep him 
in your prayers, as well as Lindsay as she 
finds herself making a new life in a new 
place, away from her husband.! Their 
address:  Lindsay and Aaron Hess 5905-C 
Huertgen, Forest Drive, Fort Carson CO! 
80913.

     We recently received word that our 
Executive Presbyter Clint McCoy has 
accepted a call as the!Executive for 
Partnerships for the Synod of the North 
East.! Thankfully, Clint and his wife Barb 
(a member of our church) will continue to 
reside in Canton.! We hold Clint and Barb 
in our prayers in this time of great 
excitement and transition.

     Congratulations to the following 
celebrating milestones in their careers at 
SLU:  Mark Erickson, 35 years in Geology; 
Brian Chezum, 10 years in Economics; 
Tom Dildine, 10 years at ODY Library.

     Thanks to our March Communion clean 
up helpers: V icki McLain, Kaitlin Hill, 
Kaitlyn Cryderman, Nicole Potter and 
Lara Syvertsen.

     The major focus of the February 
Session meeting was the examination and 
revamping of the committee 
organization, with present chairs agreeing 
to serve and/or replacements volunteering 
to assume chair or liaison status.  The 
nominating committee will be seasonal, 
and it was discussed that the Pastor-
Parish be eliminated or a sub-committee.

     Wanda Renick will become the new 
Session liaison for Laura O'Shaughnessy.

     Donna Doig gave her final report as 
Intern in Pastoral Care, thanking the 
Session for the opportunity to serve the 
church in this capacity.! 

     As a point of information, it was noted 
that the not-for-profit Church and 
Community Program has a fund balance of 
$97,639.84.

     The One Great Hour of Sharing 
campaign will be led this year by the 
Youth Group.

     The audit of the books has been 
completed for 2004, and the 2005 audit 
will soon be started (Thank you Kerry Jo!).

     There are no plans for a capital 
campaign this year until some definite 
goals and plans have been drawn up and 
agreed upon.

     Copies of "Jesus' Lonely Road"  by 
Robert C. Bankhead are available for your 
use.  The devotional begins on Ash 
Wednesday (March 1) and continuing 
through Holy Week to Easter Sunday 
(April 16).  They are located on the table 
at the top of the stairs near where the 
greeters stand.  If the supply runs out 
before you have your copy, please call the 
church office and copies will be provided. 

Devotional Guide 
For Lent

To be said one by one in a circle 
while holding hands:

Let peace extend from my hand 
to yours, (name) .

-Adapted from A Course In Miracles



Church Web Page
Keep checking the web

and stay in touch.

www.churchonthepark.org

The ChurchÕs email Address: 
cantonpc@northnet.org

cantonpc-mpc@northnet.org
Rev MikeÕs email Address: 

Tom Dildine 
Webmaster

tdildine@northnet.org
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Presbyterian Worship
   The Deacons tape ministry provides our 
homebound friends & members with an 
audio tape of each week’s worship 
service.  Cassettes are then delivered to 
homes on Wednesday, and cassette players 
are provided if necessary.

   If you’d like to receive a tape of the 
service, or if youÕd like to help deliver tapes, 
or if youÕd like to learn more about the tape 
ministry, please call Ellen Compeau (386-
8369).

Deacons Tape 
Ministry

    Please remember that the monthly copies 
of “These Day” and “Alive” are available to 
you on the table outside of sanctuary in the 
Narthex.  Please feel free to pick up a copy 
for yourself or family.  Copies of the 
Revised Common Lectionary, on which we 
base our Liturgy are in the monthly 
newsletter.  Also, the latest editions of 
“Sojourners” and “Presbyterian Today” 
can at times be found in the Narthex.  
Please take a look and return them when 
you are done so others may enjoy them. 

Congregational Resources

Hello, my name is...
Remember - Name Tag Sunday 

is April 16th. 
Come early to church 

and make your own name tag.
Get to know your neighbor.

Newsletter Deadline

Please submit articles to Linda Potter, 
Newsletter Editor, at church office or 

nautilus@twcny.rr.com

Is The 15th Of The Month

B.A.D. Guys
      Our B.A.D. GuysÕ 
breakfast ( Breakfast And 
Devotions) will on April 9.  
B.A.D. GuysÕ breakfast is 
held on the 2nd Sunday of 
the month at 8:15 am in 
Fellowship Hall.  All the 
men & boys of the church are invited to 
come share a devotion, enjoy the spirited 
fellowship, & a savory meal.   

See You April 9th For A Potluck B-Fast!

     In addition to Sunday worship, our 
church also conducts services in the 
Canton Community:

     The 1st Wednesday of the month Rev. 
Mike leads a service at Partridge Knoll in 
the winter months at 11:00  a.m. 

     Every 4th Tuesday of the month Rev. 
Mike leads a service at the senior highrise 
apartments, 35 Riverside Drive, at 2:00 p.m.

Everyone is invited to attend!



www.churchonthepark.org
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Makers   
Takers

And

     During the past year the Board of 
Deacon's established a system to supply an 
occasional meal to families who have serious 
illness or other emergency.  We call this 
service "Makers and Takers".  We really need 
the whole congregation to assist in this 
service.  Our current list of volunteers is 
small and needs to be updated.   A sign up 
sheet will be placed in the foyer for this 
purpose.  If you need more information about 
this, please call Ellen Compeau at 386-8369.

Need You!

Join The Chain Gang
     Would you like to help your neighbor, 
stretch spiritually and be a part of the 
mystical movement of the church?  We 
are always looking for new prayer warriors to 
join the church Prayer Chain to offer 
prayers for folks who are ill, troubled or in 
need.  If you want to learn more about the 
prayer chain, call Rev. Mike at 386-2570. 

      To put yourself or anyone on the chain 
for prayers, contact any member: Willie King 
386-8665 (Summer 393-3484); Wanda 
Renick 386-3474; Nona Fisher 386-3247; 
Shirley Seeley 386-5233 (snowbird); 
Marilyn Rodee 386-8447 (January 
snowbird); Joyce Bell 386-8789; Betty Irish 
386-2921; and Thelma Rodee 379-0924.

Stewardship News

Special Sunday Forum
    A special Sunday Forum will be held on  
April 2nd when Dr. Michael Greenwald of 
the Religious Studies Department of St. 
Lawrence University will lead a discussion 
about modern day Israel.

     To learn more about the Fourth Sunday 
Forums, contact Marilyn Rodee, CARE 
Committee chair at rodeem@canton.edu.

     With Spring approaching it seems like 
we should be seeing the little pink 
flamingoes sprouting up on peoples yards 
all around town.! But, alas, that will not 
be the case as this should be a pretty 
quiet year for the stewardship committee.   

     Even quieter than we originally 
planned, actually.! We were thinking we 
would need to have the churchÕs first 
capital campaign 
in over 10 years 
what with a new 
roof already added 
to Fellowship hall, 
repointing to the 
base of the church 
completed, and the 
Manse in desperate 
need of some 
renovations.! 

     However, we instead plan on working 
with the new planning committee to 
better gauge the needs of the church.! In 
addition to Manse renovations the idea of 
better handicap accessibility has also 
been talked about.! 

     Start thinking about what you think 
our church needs - you should be 
receiving a planning committee 
questionnaire, probably with your first 
statement sometime around the end of 
May.! Have a great year and plan on no 
capital campaign until 2007.
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Under His Roof - cont.Under His Roof
     Facilities Committee Update, April 
2006 – Voss Fernandes

     As our thoughts turn to spring, we begin 
to plan and make lists of chores around the 
house.  We list things that need to be fixed, 
things weÕd like to build, or paint or clean, 
things that need to be done outside.  When 
the list is complete, we sit back and realize 
the list is overwhelming and never ending.  
So what do we do next?  We try to prioritize 
the list -- things that must  be done and 
things weÕd like  to do.  Usually the first 
consideration for each item on the list is 
COST!  How much money do I have for this?  
Second thought is TIME!  When am I going 
to get this work done?  And lastly, HELP!  
Do I have to do all of this by myself?

     This same scenario is what the facilities 
committee is faced with when looking at 
and caring for God’s House (our church).  As 
we apply the questions of cost, time, and 
help to each item on the list, we need to 
further evaluate each situation.  For any 
item on the list, when we look at COST, we 
should ask, Ò Is it something that can be 
funded by our operating budget or is it 
something that will need special funds, 
perhaps a donation, capital campaign, or a 
loan?Ó  As we look at TIME, ÒIs it something 
that can or needs to be done now, or 
something we would like or need to do in the 
future?Ó  Finally when it comes to the 
question of HELP, ÒCan we do this in-house 
with the resources, skills and time of our 
members or is this something that should be 
done with professional help such as a 
contractor?Ó

     I share this decision-making process with 
you because I believe the ongoing care, 
appearance, functionality, safety, and 
efficiency of the church facilities is 
important to all of us.  As the new chair of 
the Facilities Committee, it is my intention 

to keep everyone informed of the physical 
needs of our facilities, and it is my hope 
that this information will provide an 
opportunity for you to HELP.  Your help 
can be in the form of time, skills, 
resources, or monetary contributions.  
The committeeÕs responsibilities are to 
formulate and prioritize the list, and 
execute or manage the work in the service 
to our Lord.  Having said all this, IÕd like to 
offer you a list of items we are currently 
working on and discussing.

Short Term:
Replace water heater for church and 
  fellowship hall complex. (Functionality)
Repair wooden steps on the front of the 
  church. (Safety)
Install automatic outside temperature 
  reset for the boiler/heating system. 
  (Efficiency)

Future:
Pave a walkway to the rear parking lot. 
  (Functionality and access)
Address uneven curb/sidewalk/ramp at 
  front of church. (Safety)
Investigate church-wide handicapped 
  access. (Right thing to do)
Plan for the manse kitchen upgrade. 
  (Investment in church-owned resources)
Repair the slate roof of the church. 
  (Ongoing maintenance)

     Any HELP you can provide on the 
above items will be greatly appreciated.

     A current call for HELP is for the 
upcoming SPRING CLEAN-UP of the 
church complex on Saturday, May 6th.  
We will start at 8:00 a.m. and hope to be 
done before noon.  We could use 
everyone’s help with this.  I will post a 
sign up sheet so we can get an idea of how 
many of you will be able to help.  Ruth 
Chisholm has graciously offered to provide 

Continued Continued on Page 11
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a snack for the clean-up crew.

     Finally, many of you have expressed 
concern and interest in the very important 
topic of handicapped access for our church.  
I am willing to chair an ad hoc committee, 
facilitated by my wife Jane, to research and 
plan for this need.  IÕd like to offer that we 
meet on this topic at 6:00 p.m., 
Wednesday, April 19th.  This would be right 
before the regular 7:00 p.m. monthly 
meetings of the standing committees.  We 
believe this would be a good time to get the 
ball rolling.  Everyone interested is invited to 
come and participate.

Aloha, Voss

Under His Roof - cont.
     The Fellowship Committee met 
Wednesday March 15th.! Most of our 
discussion concerned the upcoming Annual 
Smorgasbord usually scheduled at the end 
of April.
!

     Most of you realize that the Fellowship 
Committee, in addition!to Coffee Hour and 
other food related activities, is responsible 
for organizing, staffing and cleaning up 
after Memorial Luncheons.!!We are 
very!happy to organize this activity for our 
fellow! parishioners.! And we know how 
appreciative people are to have!an event in 
honor of their loved one.!
!

     In the past several months there have 
been five such luncheons.! The task is 
labor intensive and we are weary.! In 
addition, our committee is looking for other 
alternatives to make money for our 
church.! In this regard, we have decided to 
hold the Smorgasbord every OTHER year.! 
This means we will not be hosting the 
Smorgasbord this April.!! We are, instead, 
looking at sponsoring a Spaghetti DInner 
on Election Night in November and 
perhaps!an Ice Cream Social in the 
summer.
!

     The decision to cancel the Smorgasbord 
was not an easy one.! We are aware that 
the event brings in about $1,000.! We are 
hoping to supplant the Smorgasbord with 
other money-making events.! We welcome 
any suggestions. !
!

Thank You,
!

Ellen Grayson and the Fellowship 
Committee

Smorgasbord Change

     Plans are underway for a Spring 
confirmation class for youth 7th to 12th 
grade.! Due to the difficulty of scheduling, 
Rev. Mike will to hold one meeting for 
parents and youth following worship on 
April 30th (no more than an hour).! Then 
Rev. Mike will lead a confirmation 
overnight retreat at Trout Lake on 
Saturday, May 13th (we will meet in the 
early afternoon and return Sunday in time 
for worship the next day).! Confirmation 
will take place on Sunday, June 4th 
(Pentecost).! Please speak to Rev. Mike if 
you have interest, questions, or scheduling 
conflicts.

Confirmation Class

     To provide an Easter lily in memory or 
honor of a loved one or friend for Easter 
Sunday, April 16th, please 
call the Church Office at 
386-2570.  Cost is $12.00 & 
orders must be in by April 
11.  When you place your 
order, please specify how you want the 
name(s) to appear in the Easter Sunday 
bulletin.

Easter Lilies

     The last Lenten Lunch for 2006 will be 
held on Thursday, April 6 at the Methodist 
Church from noon to 1 p.m.  The cost is 
$3.50/person and $3 for seniors.  .

Lenten Luncheons



April 2, 2006
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 51:1-12 or Psalm 119:9-16
Hebrews 5:5-10 John 12:20-33
 

April 9, 2006
Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
!

Easter Day
April 16, 2006
Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9
Ps. 118:1-2, 14-24
I Cor. 15:1-11 or Acts 10:34-43
John 20:1-18 or  Mark 16:1-8

April 23, 2006
Acts 4:32-35 Psalm 133
I John 1:1-2:2 John 20:19-31

April 30, 2006
Acts 3:12-19 Psalm 4
I John 3:1-7 Luke 24:36b-48
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     I wondered how many in the church 
understood the role of the Elders and the 
SESSION.! I wondered so much I was 
elected an Elder.! FYI:! Each church 
member who voted in the Annual Meeting 
elects the Elders, who must 
be members of the church.! 
We are YOUR representatives 
governing the church.! When 
one becomes an Elder, one is 
assuming a role with 
responsibilities to the 
church and all the parts and 
people that make up the church.  Each 
Elder must have the support of those who 
did the electing.

    For one example of the duties, in 
addition to attending Session on the last 
Monday of the month, it is hoped each 
Elder will be able to serve as a chair or co-
chair of a committee.! These committees 
carry out the many, many jobs needed to 
keep a church going.! (See page 4 for the 
Committees, please.)! Every committee 
needs souls willing to contribute to the 
work of that committee.  In addition to the 
pledge made, the friends and members of 
the church are asked or, hopefully, 
volunteer to be on one committee or more 
that they feel represents a way they can 
make another important contribution 
furthering God’s kingdom at the First 
Presbyterian Church on the Park.

     The Elders and the Session are only as 
strong as each person in the congregation.  
I realize that that may be what Rev. Mike 
has been saying all along.! As he writes on 
our web site, “our vitality as a church is 
directly proportional to the distance 
moved on our individual spiritual 
journeys.”! Our church is “…a function of 
our collective efforts to live our own lives 
of faith.” 

Wanda Renick, Clerk of Session

Clerk’s Corner

     Presbyterians USA are celebrating 300 
years in America this year!! Canton First 
Presbyterian Church on the Park will 
celebrate 200 years in 2007.

Did You Know...?

April 
Lectionary Readings 

A Graduation Gift 
For Aggrey Wasike

     For many years our church has enjoyed 
a very special relationship with Aggrey 
Wasike, a Kenyan who came to Canton in 
1998 to teach Swahili at SLU.  Wasike is 
now graduating from Cornell University with 
at Ph.D.. in linguistics.  It is very possible 
Wasike will be returning to Kenya after this 
summer, and so it is hoped that we might 
provide him with a memorable graduation 
gift from the church (perhaps academic 
regalia: robe, hood and cap).  If you would 
like to contribute funds toward such a gift, 
please speak with Rev. Mike. 




