
cLlmst:mce which Dr. Gardner characterizf'd as "the biggest mIs­
take" of his ministry here. 

At one point in Dr. G:Hdner's ministry in Canton, the 
Gouverneur Church extended him a call. The local congrega­
tion raised his salar~' to fifteen hundred dollars, the largest ever 
paid a minister, and prev:tilcd upon Dr. Gardner to remain here. 
However, in 1884 he recei\"l~d a call to the church :It Gloversville, 
and despite every effort on the p:trt of the congreg:nion, Dr. 
G:trdner accepted the call. His ministry in Gloversville was just 
as strong and effective as his services here, and at the end of 
th:l.t pastorate he retired. 

The Rev. Rolla G. Bugbee was Dr. Gardner's successor, 
coming to the church as stated supplv in 1R84, and installed as 
regular minister in November, 1885. It was during his pastorate 
that the Christian Endeavor Society W:lS organized in 1R86. This 
was a society organized in behalf of the young people in the con­
,lI;reg:ltion. There were sixtecn memhers present in March of 
1886 when a constitution w:ts adopted. Since most of them were 
married couples it would seem th:lt the conception of work among 
young people in that (h~· was somewhat different from our own 
use of the term. This seems to be the case, too, in connection 
with the Sunday Schoo!. The Sunday School hegan under Mr. 
Joseph Barnes in the early years of the church. It seems to 
have been largely directed at the adult members of the congre­
gation, v.ith a smaller section known as the Primary Department 
for children of all ages. This is not to suggest that the Christian 
Endeavor Society and the Sunday School were not effective or­
ganizations. Apparently the Christian Endeavor Society strug­
Il;led for a few years. but it became a strong organization in time, 
and the Sunday School seems to have always been an effective 
member of the church family of organizations. Mr. Bugbee re­
signed in 188R, and the formation of Christian Endeavor is the 
main landmark in his service to the church. 

The Rev. A. S. Walker, D.D., was pastor of the church for 
the next six years. The Christian Endeavor Society began to 
reach out in these years, and work was beRun among families in 
what was known as the "Miner Street Division." The members 
went two by two into homes where there was little apparent in­
terest in religion. They found C]t1ite a warm welcome in many 
of these homes, and a Sunday School was organized. This school 
met for a few years in the homes of generous people, and finally 
in 1894 money was raised, a lot purchased on Miner Street, and 
a chare] was erected free and clear of debt. The Sunday School 
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sessions were held in this Miner Street Chapel for some years. 
I t is not clear, but apparently no effort was made to unite this 
group of people with the regular services and study of the church 
and Sunday Schoo!. The year of the erection of the chapel was 
the last year in the pastorate of Mr. Walker. He preached his 
fare\-vell sermon in December and moved to Boston. 

There followed a fruitful ten year pastorate, 1894 ~ 1904, 
with the Rev. Frank \V. Townsend. Mr. Townsend provided 
leadership in adding many new members to the roll and in tak­
ing care of substantial repairs to the church plant. The new 
members were gained in part through two evangelistic campaigns 
where guest ministers were brought in to provide leadership. This 
increase in membership was offset somewhat by the loss of some 
of the outstanding leaders in the congregation. Four or five of 
the strong laymen in the church passed away within a period of 
a few years. Mr. Townsend brought about many improvements 
in the physical plant during his pastorate. Electric lighting was 
introduced in the sanctuary, the church was completely recarpet­
cd and the walls frescoed. A silver communion service, probably 
the beautiful one we usc today, was given to the church. A com­
munion table was also presented, alltl this must be the commun­
ion table in use as a worship center in our chapel. It is noted 
that once again the Ladies Aid came to the fore, paying off a 
mortgage of twenty-four hundred dollars which was probably 
incurred in carrying on the repairs and installations in the sanc­
lu:ny. :\11r. Townsend resigned in 190+ to accept a call to the 
church at Ple;J.sant Valley, New York. 

THE CENTENNIAL 

The next pastor is the one to whom we owe gratitude for 
the history of the first one hundred years of our church life, the 
Rev. W. H. Stubblebine.He was installed as pastor in Novem­
ber, 1904, and in 1905 the church united with the Methodist and 
Baptist churches for a series of evangelistic meetings. In 1906 
the project of building a new manse was undertaken. This task 
had been hanging fire for some time, and a committee finally 
decided to huild a new manse rather than to remodel the old one. 
The old manse was sold to iVIr. A. Z. Squires. Mr. Squires cut 
the house in two and moved it on to either Miner Street or what 
is now known as Lincoln Street. I t was in 1906, too, that the 
chapel on Miner Street was given up. Apparently many of the 
families ministered to in this section of the community were 
lumber workers. They moved away as the industry moved to 
new timber areas, hence the decline in the use of the mission. 
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